AN ACCURATE. 


' DESCRIPTION 
Care BRETON, 


With reſpect to | 


| Its Situats on, Soil, Climate, Ports, Harbours, Forces, 
and Productions both natural and artificial. 


The political Reaſons, that induced the F RZNCH 
Min1sTzy to ſettle and fortify it. 


From all which may be ſeen, its great Importance 
10 France, but of how much greater it might 
have been to ENGLAND, 


With a Circumſtantial Account of the Taking and Surren- 
dering of the City and Garriſon by the New-England 
Forces, &c. commanded by General PEPPERELL in 1745. 


A Wirk, eſpecially at this critical Funfure, the more in- 
terefling, as the French ſeem to be ardently defirous of 


diſpoſſeſſing us of Nova ScoTIA alſo. 


Illuſtrated with an exact Map of the Iſland, and a Plan of the 
City and Port of LovisBouka, taken from an actual Survey, 
and References to the Journal of the Siege. 


To which are added Notes and Obſervations by a Gentleman, 
who reſided there ſeveral Years. 
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Hon. EDWARD BO CAE N. Eſq; 
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TO THE 


Hon Edward Boſcawen, Eſq; 


Vice-Admiral of the Blue, and one of the 
Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty. 


1 
HE recent and fignal Services 
you have done your Country ; 


| your very eminent Abilities to 


be ſtill far more extenſively uſeful, 
which all the World acknowledge you 
exert with the greateſt Aſſiduity; to- 
gether with many perſonal Favours I 
have received from you, which I own 
with equal Pleaſure and Gratitude, 
oblige me with the greateſt Submiſſion 


to 


— — 
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(iy) 
to lay before you the Fruits of a few 
Leiſure Hours, which might have been 


much worſe employed; not by wa 
of log: mation, but as a public Teſti- 

mony of the moſt unfeigned Eſteem 
and Veneration. 


Tac Providence may guide, con- 
duct and preſerve you in all your En- 
terprizes, muſt be the Wiſh .of every 
Friend to civil and religious Liberty, 
as it is the conſtant Prayer of, 


SIR, &c. 
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PREFACE. 


4 O ſuch a Work as this there can be little 
Need of a Preface, eſperiaily as I have in 


' the Title given the Heads of what it com- 
fains, which I ſhall now enlurge upon but very 
little. 


| Father Charlevoix's Hiſtoire & Deſcription Ge- 
nerale de la Nouvelle France, from which I have 
tuten every Thing that, regards my Subject, enters 


ſo minutely into the Advantuges that may be made 


of this Iſland, that the French Mini 147 are ſaid, 

ime, to endeavour all in their Power to 

* the Copies of it from coming —__ = 
As for Savary, his Work is in high Repute ; 

— Article had not the good Fortune to * 

1 (way ement from bis Continuators, as moſt 

done in his Dictiomaire Univerſale de 

— The other . — I have made uſe of 

are chiefly Englith, and moſt of them ſuch as have 

wrirten fince, or -abbut the Time that, þ Breton 

fell into our Hands laſt Summer. 


A very brief Abſtract of the Journal 5 this 
Siege, with the References to the Nees and Plan, 
is all T ſhall - farther give the Reader in this 
Place, 1745, 
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PRE FACE. 


1745. April 30. The New-England Forces 
arrived in Gabaron or Chappeaurouge-Bay, a little 
to the South-Weſtward of — . (a). Some 
Hundreds of Men landed, and beat back a Party of 
French that came to oppoſe them. | 


May 1. Remainder of the Troops landed, and 
began to get on Shore the Stores and Provifions, 


May 2. 4 Detachment marched towards the 


Nerth-Eaft, and burnt ſome Houſes about a Mile 
from the Grand Battery. 1 


May 3. Took Poſſeſſion of the Grand Batte- 
ry (G), the Enemies having abandoned it upon the 
coming up of our Troops, without breaking off the 
Trunnions of their Guns, A Party of French 
that attempted to retake it were beat off. 


May 4. The Engliſh began to * from the 
Grand Battery with three Cannon only, and to bom- 


bard the Town from the Green-Hill Battery on the 
South M. eſt . | 


May. 7. AF _ Battery erected nearer the 
City, within goo Yards on the Land Side, ſome 
of the Cannon on which burſt, A Flag of Truce 
ſent fe Jn Du Chambon he Governor to 
ſurrender, who ſaid, be had no Anſwer to make 

but by the Mouth of his Cannon. 


May 13. 4 French Snow gers into the Har- 
bour with Provifions for the Garriſon, 


2 May 
4) Vide Map. 
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PREFACE. vii 
May 15. The City bombarded from the ſeveral 
Baker Fig and the following Days. 


| May 17. An advanced Battery raiſed : 250 
Yards from the Weſt Gate. The Firing conti nues 
hot on both Sides. 


May 19. Our Men of War and Cruizers took 


ſeveral Prizes. An Engagement off the Har bour 
in Sight of the Camp. 


May 21. A Letter from Commodore Wai ren, 
that he had taken the Vigilant, a French Man of 
War, of 64 Guns. 


May 25. The Men employed in dragging Can- 
non from one Place to another, through muddy and 


une ven Ways, and all in the Face of the Fire from 


the Town, 


May 26. A fruitleſs Attempt on the Iſland 
Battery (H), in which the Engliſh were repulſed, 
and had more Men killed and taken than dur in 
the whole Siege beſides. . 


June 10. The Cheſter Man of War arrived 


From England, and joined the Commodore. 


June 12. The Canterbury and Sunderland ar- 
rive; alſo the Lark, with a Storeſhip for Anna- 
polis Royal. * 

A Battery erected at the Light-houſe (I), ir 
order to play on the Iſland Battery, and a general 
Attack refolved on both by Sea and Land. 


June: 


viii P-REF ACE. 


June 15. The Iſland Battery very much dama- 


ged . y the Fire from the Light-hauſe Battery, 


Whici) occaſion'd many of the Enemy to quit the Fort, 
and :run into the Water for Shelter from the Bombs 
and Balls. 


June 16. The Grand Battery (G) being in our 
Po, ion; the Iſland Battery (H) very much hurt; 


and the North Eaſt Battery of the Town (F) open 


to ou r advanced Battery; all the Guns in the Circu- 


lar Battery (E) being diſmounted, except three; 


the 1 Veſt Gate demoliſbed, and a large Breach made 
in the Wall adjoining ; the Weſt Flank of the Right 
Baſt. on almojt ruined ; all the Houſes almoſt turn to 
Prece s, and the Enemy's Stock of Ammunition grow- 
zag ſoort, they ſent cut a Flag of Truce, demand- 
71 90 to capitulate, which was this Morning accep- 
re d. 


June 17. Articles being agreed on, the City and 
Fortreſs were ſi 3 and the Garriſon, With 
all the Inhabitants, to the Number of 2000 capa- 
ble of bearing Arms, were ta be tranſported to 


_ France, with all their perſonal Effects. 
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HIS.FORYT 
DESCRIPTION 


ISLAND of CarR BRETON. 


mm YOT to go farther back than the Year 
I 1632, in order to examine more anti- 
ent Pretenſions, it appears from the 
Hiſtory of New France, by Father 
Charlevoix (from which I ſhall extract great Part 
of the following Piece) that in that Year King 
Charles 1. of England having conſented to deliver 
up Quebec, Acadia, and the Iſland of Cape Bre- 


fon into the Hands of the French, who were 


preparing to take the former by Force, the firſt 

French Settlement in that Iſland was then begun. 
Our Eſtabliſhment there, ſays the Father, was 
indeed at that Time but a very Trifle, Howe- 
ver this Port, the Fort of Quebec ſurrounded with 
a few wretched Houſes and Barracks, two or 
three Cottages in the _ of Montreal, as ma- 
. ": ay 


| 
| 
J 
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ny perhaps at Tadouſſac, and in ſome other 


Places upon the River St. Laurence, for the Con- 


venience of the | Fiſhery and Carriage, the Be- 


ginning of a Habitation at the Three Rivers, and 


the Ruins of Port Royal, (a) were all that at 
this Time went by the Name of New France.” 

We do not hear of this Ifle again from our 
French Hiſtorian till 1666, when he is only able 
to tell us that the Governor of Quebec received 
Advice from the Sieur de la Valliere, who com- 
manded in Je Royale (b), that he was attacked 
by the Engh/h. © This is all, ſays he, that I 
have been able to learn. I only know farther 
e that our Eſtabliſhment in this Ifle was then ve- 
« ry infignificant, and that it was entirely aban- 
« don'd a few Years after.” While there was 
ſtill a Fort in this Ifland, we fearn that it was 
called Fort St. Pierre; but the Fortune of the 
Place was generally the ſame as that of Acadia, 
which fell ſeveral Times into the Hands of the 
Engliſh before the laſt War. As it fell with it, 
the ſame Treaties reſtored one and the other, 
Cape Breton being look d upon as a Kind of De- 
perdance on Afadis. 

But tho' during this long Courfe of Years it lay 
neglected, or very little regarded, there were not 
wanting Perſons who ſaw the Uſe it might be of, 
and the Advantage that might be made of its 
Ports, whenever there _— to make a 
new Settlement in thoſe Parts. We have reaſon, 
at leaſt, to think this, becauſe, tho' the French 

confeſs 


bo * t 2 K q , f 
(a), Which had been demoliſhed by the Engl; about twenty 

Years before. | 

It had not this Name till near 50 Years after, tho' the Jeſuit 

there gives it. 
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confeſs they made no Account of it till the Me- 
morial of Meſſ. Raudat, hereafter quoted, was pre- 
ſented to their Miniſtry, the Engliſh had a true 
Senſe of its Value when the Negotiations of 
Peace were ſet on Foot, which it is hardly to be 
8 they had from this Piece of the Ene- 
But I ſhall not anticipate what my Authors 

= to ſay, whoſe Words I now proceed to 
tranſlate, throwing my own Remarks either into 


Notes under the Pages, or together at the End 
by Way of Eſlay. 


Father Charlevoix's Deſcription of Cape 


Breton (c). 


HE Iſland of Cape Breton, called by the 

French Iſte Royale, is ſituated between the 
4 0 and the 47th Degree of Latitude, and (4) 
together with the Iſland of * Newfandland, from 
which it is diſtant only or 16.Leagues, it 
forms the Entry of the Gu h of St. Laurence. 
The Streight, Vhich ſeparates. it from Acadia, or 
Nova Scotia, is only five Leagues in Length, and 
one in Breadth. The French call it The Paſſage 
of Fronſac, but The Engl f, the Streight 5 


The Length of Cape Breton, from North Eaſt 
to South Weſt, is not quite 50 Leagues, and its 
greateſt Breadth, from Weſt. to. Eaſt, is not more 
than 33. It is of a very irregular Figure, and ſo 
oY 8 „ 


(e) From his Hiſtoire et — Generale de la Nouvelle 
France, &c. 3 Tom. 4to Paris 1744. 


(4) And between about 58.30 and 60.30 Longitude Weſt 
from London, | | 


| 
| 
; 
| 
| 
| 
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| 
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| 
| 
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principal Ports join together only by an Iſthmus 


141 


interſected by Lakes and Rivers, that the two 


of about eight hundred Paces over, which ſepa- 
rates the Bottom of Port Toulouſe from ſeveral 
Lakes, which are called Labrador. Theſe Lakes 
diſcharge themſelves Eaſtwards into the Sea, by 
two Channels of unequal Magnitude, formed by 
the Iſland of Vederonne, or La Boularderie, which 
is ſeven Leagues in Length. | 
The Climate of this Iſland is nearly the ſame 
as that of Quebec, (e) and tho' Fogs are here 
more frequent, the People do not complain of an 
unhealthy Air. All the Lands are not good, yet 
they produce Trees of every Species. Here are 
Oaks of a prodigiaus Magnitude, Pines proper for 
Maſts, and all Kinds of Timber for Carpenter's 
Work. The moſt common Sorts, beſides the 
Oak, are the Cedar, the Aſh, the Maple, the 
Plane, and the Aſpin Tree. Fruits, eſpecially 
Apples, Pulſe, Corn, and other Grains neceſſary 
for Life, as alſo Hemp and Flax, are in leſs 
Abundance, but as good in Quality as thoſe of 
Canada. It is obſerved that the Mountains here 
will bear Cultivation up to the Top, and that the 
_ 1 beft 
(e) Father Charlevoix, in the ſame Work, makes the Climate of 
Quebec to be very ſharp in Winter, when the Gentry ride out on 
Sleds over the Snow, or ſkait upon the Ice : But in general he de- 
ſcribes it as a very deſirable Spot, and pleaſes himſelf with the Idea 


that this Capital of New France may be one Day as great, and ſur- 
rounded with as many Villages and Noblemens Seats as Paris, 


the Capital of the Ola, which he ſays, was for many Centurjes 
more inconſiderable than Quebec is at preſent.— But according to 


his own Deſcription of theſe French Canadans, whom he repreſents 
as an indolent People, not at all ſolicitous about making their For- 
tunes, it is not in the leaſt probable that Quebec ſhould be raiſed ta 
this Greatneſs by them ? Shall we ſuppoſe him then, unwittingly, 
a Prophet in favoꝝr of the Engliſb Americans, whom he repreſents 


as an indufirious thriving People, who improve every Thing that 
falls into their Hands ? | 
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beſt Lands are upon their ſouthern Declivities, 
which are covered from the North and North- 
weſt Winds by the high Hills that bound them 


on the Side of St. Laurence's River. 


All domeſtic Animals, as Horſes, black Cattle, 


Hogs, Sheep, Goats, and Poultry, find here Provi- 


ſions in Abundance. The Chace and the Fiſhery 
are ſufficient to nouriſh the Inhabitants a good 
Part of the Year. Here are great Plenty of ex- 
cellent Mines of Pit-coal; and as theſe Mines are 
in the Mountains, there is no Occaſion to dig un- 
der Ground, or be at the Expence of turning off 
Waters in order to get at them, as in ſome other 
Countries. Lime-ſtone is alſo found in this Iſland. 
In no Place upon the Face of the Earth is the 
Cod Fiſhery carried on with better Succeſs, nor 


can greater Conveniences be found for drying 


the Fiſh. Formerly this Iſland was full of wild 
Beaſts, but at preſent they are very rare, eſpeci- 
ally Elks. The Partridges here are almoſt as 
large as Pheaſants, and feathered very much like 
them. In a Word, Fiſheries of Sea Wolves, or 
Seals, Porpoiſes, and Sea Cows, or Grampuſes, 
might be conveniently carry'd on for the Benefit of 
their Oil, there being great Plenty of them. 
All the Ports of the Eaſt Side round to. the 
South are open, for the Space of 55 Leagues, 
beginning with Port Dauphin, and proceeding to 
Port Toulouſe, which is almoſt at the Entry of the 
Streights of Canſo, or Paſſages of Fronſac. Every 
where elſe it is difficult to find Anchorage even for 
{mall Veſſels, either in the Bays, or between the 


Iſles. All the North Coaſt is very high, and al- 
moſt inacceſſible ; nor is it more eaſy to go aſhore 
on the Welt till you come to the Paſſage of 


Fronſac 
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Fronſac before- mentioned, upon leaving which 
you fall again upon Port Toulouſe, formerly called 
St. Peter's. | 
This Port lies properly between a Kind of 
Gulph, called Little St. Peter's, and the Ifle of 
St. Peter, over-againſt the Iſles of Madame, or 
Maurepas. From thence advancing to the South 
Eaſt, and paſſing ſeveral other Bays, you come 
to that of Gabori, or Gabaron, the Entry of which, 
about 20 Leagues from the Iſlands of St. Peter, is 
League broad between Ifles and Rocks. One 
may go very near all theſe Iſles, ſome of which 
advance a League and a Haif out into the Sea. 
The Bay runs in two Leagues, and affords very 
good Anchorage. | 
The Haven of Louisburgh, formerly Enghfh 
Haven, is diſtant from that of Gabor: only a 
large League. It is one of the fineſt (f) in all 
America, almoſt four Leagues in Compaſs, and 
all over about 6 or 7 Fathom deep. The An- 
chorage is good, and Ships may be run on 
Ground in the Shallows without the Hazard of 
loſing tbem. The Entry is not above 400 Yards 
acroſs, between two ſmall Ifles; and it may be 
known 12 Leagues off at Sea by Cape Lorembec, 
which is but a little Way diſtant on the North 
m_. 
Two Leagues higher is Porte de la Baleine, or 
Whale Port, the Entry of which is difficult, be- 
cauſe of ſeveral Rocks, which the Sea covers 
when it is agitated. Ships of above 300 Tons 
can- 
ourna iſh'd of the Proceedings - of the New 
E e F. wry A mage 2 e 8 ut an in- 
different Harbour for Shipping: But probably this 


been there long enough to examine it, whereas the Jeſult writes 
from the many Years Experience of his Countrymen, 


riter had not 


LT, 


cannot enter here, but then they ride in very 
great Safety. From thence it is but two Leagues 
to the Bay of Panadou, or Menadou, the En- 
trance of which is about a League broad, from 
whence it runs in about two Leagues. Almoſt 
over-againſt it is the Iſle of Scatari, formerly 
Little Cape Breton, and the Iſle of Port Char- 
train, which is at moſt but two Leagues in 
length. The Bay of Miré is ſeparated from this 
only by a very narrow Point of Land. The En- 
trance of this Bay 1s two Leagues over, and it 
runs eight Leagues into the Country. It grows 
narrower as one advances, and receives a great 
many Rivulets and ſmall Streams. Large Ships 
may run up in it 6 Leagues, and find v 
Anchorage, ſheltered from the Winds. Beſides 
the Iſle of Scatari, here are a great many 
ſmaller, and Rocks that are ſeen at a great Diſ- 
tance, the Sea never covering them. The largeſt 
of theſe Rocks is called the Forillon. 

The Bay of Morienne is higher ſtill, and ſepa- 
rated from the Bay of Mir“ by Cape Brule, or 
Cape Burnt. A little higher is Flat Ie, or Gun- 
Flint Iſle, directly in 4.6* 8 of Latitude. There 
are .good Openings between all theſe Ifles and 
Rocks, and they may be approach'd without 

er. 

Advancing from thence to the North Weſt we 
come to Indiana, which is a good Haven, but 
for ſmall Veſſels only. From {ndiana to Sani- 
ard's Bay is two Leagues, the latter being a 
very fine Haven. The Entrance is not a Mile 
over ; but it enlarges as we advance inwards, and 
at the Diftance of a League divides into two 
Branches, which may be aſcended three Leagues. 


They 


(EY 
They are both very good Ports, and might be 
made better at a ſmall Expence. From this Bay 
to the leſſer Entrance of Labrador is two 
Leagues, and the Iſle, which ſeparates the leſſer 
Entrance from the Greater, is about the ſame 
Breadth. 

Labrador is a Gulph, about 20 Leagues long, 
and three or four over where broadeſt, It 1s 
reckon'd only a League and a Half from the 
large Entrance of this Gulph to Port Dauphin, 
or St. Anne's Port, and there is very fate An- 
chorage among the Iſles of Cibov. A Slip of 
Land, or Kind of natural Mole, almoſt entirely 
thuts up this Port, and leaves Room for the 
Paſſage of only one Ship at a Time. The Port 
is two Leagues in Circuit, and ſcarcely are the 
Winds felt in it by the Ships, on Account of the 
Mountains and high Lands that environ it. The 
Shore is every where ſo bold, that you may ride 
as near to it as you pleaſe. 

All theſe Harbours and Ports being ſo near to 
one another, it would be eaſy to make Roads by 
Land between them, than which nothing would 
be more advantageous to the Inhabitants, who by 
ſuch Communications would be ſaved the Trou- 
ble of going round by Sea in the Winter Seaſon. 

While France was in Poſſeſſion of Acadia, 
and the ſouthern Coaſt of Newfoundland, no 
great Account was made of this Iſland. Meſſieurs 
Raudct were the firſt who perceived it did not 
deſerve to be neglected, and even attempted to 
make it one of the principal Objects of the Mi- 
niſtry's Attention with regard to New France. In 
1706. they ſent a Memorial to Court, of which 
the Reader will be pleaſed to ſee the OT 

ere, 
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here, as it gives a good Account of what was the 
State of this Colony at that Time. I may ven- 
ture to advance, that if this Memorial does not 
perſuade all thoſe, who read this Narrative, that 
Ve Royale is preferable to Acadia itſelf, it will 
at leaſt convince them, that after the Ceſſion of 
that Province, and the Port of Placentia to the 
Crown of England, a ſolid Eſtabliſhment in this 
Iſle was indiſpenſably neceſſary (g). 


Reaſons aſſigned by Meſſieurs Raudot 
for making an E 2 ſoment at Cape 


Breton. 


HE two Intendants begin with ſuppoſing 

that the principal, and almoſt the ſole 
View in raiſing the Colony in Canada, was the 
Commerce of Furs, eſpecially Beaver ; which 
however is not true farther than with reſpect to 
private Perſons. But they well remark, that it 
ſhould have been foreſeen that in courſe of Time 
either the Stock of Beaver would be exhauſted, 
or the Commodity itſelf would grow too com- 
mon ; and conſequently, that it wou'd not be 
ſufficient to ſupport a Colony of this Importance; 
that it was already, in fact, fallen into the 
latter of theſe two Inconveniences, the Abun- 
dance of Beaver Hair having ruin d the Trade. 
Private Perſons, who have nothing in view but to 
make Fortunes in a ſhort Time, do not regard 


8 „ as 


00 This Neceſſity for a ſuch Efablikment on the Side of 
the French was altogether as ſtrong ſor us o tare it from them the 
firſt Opportunity, and ſho ufd be for our keeping it, as will Appar 
more clearl, as we proceed. "a 
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[ 10 ] 
this: They care not what becomes of New 
France, when they have drawn out of it ſuffici- 
cnt to live at Eaſe in the Old. 
They obſerve farther, that the Commerce of 
Beaver cou'd never ſubſiſt more than a very li- 


mited Number of Inhabitants : That the Uſe of 


this Merchandize could never be general enough 
to ſupport and enrich an entire Colony ; and 


that the Conſumption being certain, the Inconve- 


nience above-mention'd could not be avoided, 
without falling into the former: That for want 
of making theſe Obſervations, the Inhabitants of 
New France. are attached almoſt ſolely to this 
Commerce, as if they were certain that the Bea- 
vers. would reproduce their Species as readily as 
the Cod-fiſh in the Sea, and that the Sale of 


their Skins would be equal to that of the ſaid 


Fith : Wherefore they have made it their principal 
Occupation to hunt in the Woods, in order to 
get theſe Furs. Theſe long and frequent Voy- 
ages have accuſtom'd them to a Life of domeſtic 
Indolence, which they find it difficult to leave, 
tho' their Expeditions produce but little, on Ac- 


count cf the low Value of the Beaver. 


The Engliſh, they add, have followed a Con- 
duct very different. Without amuſing thein- 
ſelves in travelling ſo far from Home, they have 
cultivated their Lands, eſtabliſn'd Manufactures, 
erccted Glaſs-Houſes, open'd Mines of Iron, 
built Ships, and all along look'd on the Furs only 
as an acceſſary Article, of which they made no 


great Account. 


Neceſſity, it is true, did at laſt open the Eyes 
of the Canadans : They ſaw themielves obliged 


to cultivate Flax and Hemp, to make Cloths, and 


very 


P 
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very bad Druggets, of the Wool of their old 
Cloaths, mix'd with Linen Thread: But the 
long Habit they had contracted of doing no- 
thing, did not ſuffer them altogether to emerge 
from their Miſery. They have, indeed, Bread 
and Cattle ſufficient to live on; but many have 
nothing to cover themſelves with, and are obliged 
to paſs the Winter, which is very long, and ve- 
ry ſevere, with only ſome wild Goat- ſkins upon 
their Backs. | | 

And yet the King expends every Year an hun- 
dred thouſand Crowns in this Colony: The Furs 
are worth about two hundred and eighty thouſand 
Livres; the Oil, and other Proviſions bring in a- 
bout twenty thouſand Livres; the Penſions upon 
the Royal Treaſury, which the King gives to 
private Perſons, and the Revenues that the Bi- 
ſhops and Seminaries receive in France, amount 
to 50 thouſand Franks. Here we ſee the whole 
Produce of New France is confined to fix hun- 
dred and fifty thouſand Livres: This is the Sum 
total it has for the Baſis of its Commerce; and it 


is evident, that this can never be ſufficient to ſup- 


port a Colony of twenty, or twenty-five thouſand 
Souls, and to ſupply what ſhe is now obliged to 
draw from France. 0 
The Affairs of the Colony were formerly up- 
on a better Footing, and the King expended 


more in them. She ſent into France to the Va- 
lue of a Million of Livres in Beaver, yet was not 
then ſo well peopled: But ſne has always drawn 
off more than ſhe was in a Condition to pay, 


which cauſed her to loſe her Credit with the 
Merchants in France, who are no longer in a 


Humour to ſend Effects to the Merchants of .Ca- 
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they are in France, This ſeems exorbitant: But 
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nada without: Letters. of Exchange, or good Se- 
curity. From hence, and the Loſs of Value in 
the Beaver, it follows, that it was neceſſary to 
ſend into France all the Money of Canada to 
procure Goods: So. that there has been a Time, 
when perhaps there were not a thouſand Crowns 


of Specie in the Country, This Defect was ſup- 


plied by Paper Money, and it is needleſs to re- 
eat the Inconveniences of this Money, and the 
— there were to ſuppreſs it. 
Meſſieurs Raudot, after having thus ſet forth 
the Condition of New France down to the Year 
1706, with regard to its Commerce and. general 
Stock, exhibit the Means which they imagine 
may render it more flouriſhing. This Colony, 
ſay they, may make a Trade of its Proviſions, 
and other Productions and Manufactures which 
will enrich it. The Proviſions are ſalt Fleſh, and 
Cod.: The other Productions and Manufactures 
are, Maſts, Planks, Timber for Building, Neck- 
laces, Pitch and Tar, Oil of Whales, Porpoiſes, 
and Grampuſſes, Hemp and Flax; to which may 
be added, Iron and Copper. There. wants no- 
thing but a Vent for all this, and the Means of 


a little lowering the Wages of the Workmen. 


The Difficulty upon this laſt Article proceeds 
from the Indolence of the Inhabitants, and the 
Dearneſs of French Goods. At a Time when 
there is little Work, the Workman will do no- 
thing under 25 Sols a Day, becauſe he wears out 
more of his Cloths and 'Tools. than. he. can be a- 
ble to replace at a leſs Price, and at the ſame 
Time maintain himſelf, - On the other Side, the 
Goods of Europe are as dear again in Canada as 


if 


| 


L183 
if we conſider the. Aſſuranee- of 25 per Cent. 
(which indeed. is not ſo high but in time of 
War,) the Expence of Commiſſion, Freightage, 
which ſometimes exceeds forty Crowns a Ton, the 
Advance of Money, the Warchoufe-room: that mu 
be paid to the Commiſſioners, the Non Payment 
of Letters of Exchange when they are: due, 
which often happens, and the Exchange at Pa- 
ris, we ſhall find the Merchant is no great Gain» 


er: In fact, there are no rich Men in the Coun- 


try. | 
The Queſtion then is, how to raiſe the Colony 
of Canada, to employ all the People, every one 
according to his Talents, and to put private Per- 
ſons in the Way of ſubſiſting, by leſſening the 
Price of Merchandize ? Now this End ſeems ar- 
tainable, if a Place be found out whither they 
may. carry conveniently, and at ſmall- Expences, 
their own Commodities, and where there may 
receive Goods from France to carry back with 
them. By this they will get a Part of the 
Freightage both Ways; and thoſe of the Inhabi- 
tants, who are now ſunk in Idleneſs, or do no- 
thing but hunt, will be employ'd in Navigation. 
Our two Intendants then put the Queſtion; 
Whether this would not be prejudicial to &rance, 
by taking away a Paft of the Profit of her 
Goods? They anſwer, No; becauſe the Freight- 
age gain'd by the Inhabitants of New Franca, 
will be immediately made up to Old France, in 
the Conſumption of a greater Part of her Goods. 
For Example, thoſe who now do nothing, and 
cover themſelves with Goat-ſkins, as ſœon as 
they are employ'd: will be able: to cloth: theme 
8 e ſelves 
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ſelves in French Stuffs. And a more convenient 
Place cannot be found for this Deſign, than the 
Ifland of Cape Breton. | 

Let it not be faid, that if this Iſland draws 
from Canada a Part of the Commodities which 
France might furniſh her with, that is therefore 
ſo much cut off from the Commerce of the 
Kingdom: For in the firſt Place, the Anſwer to 
the former Objection deſtroys this likewiſe ; be- 
cauſe the Profits which Canada may make by this 
Commerce, will always return to the Profit of 
the Kingdom : For New France can never do 
without a great many of the Merchandizes of 
the Old. She will by this Means draw from 
thence a greater Quantity, for which ſhe will pay 
her the Money that the receives from Cape Bre- 
ton for her native Commodities. In the ſecond 
Place, it will be no great Damage to France that 
ſo much of her Corn, and other Necefſaries of 
Life, are not carried out, ſince the cheaper her 
Proviſions are, the more Workmen ſhe will have 
for her Manufactures. | 

This Iſle, continues the Memorial, is Gtuated 
in ſuch Manner, that it will form a natural inter- 
mediate Magazine betwixt Old and New France. 
It can furniſh to the firſt, of its own Growth, 
Salt Fifh, Oils, Pit Coal, Lime-ſtone, Wood far 
Building, Sc. It will furniſh to the Second the 
Goods of the Kingdom at a much cheaper Rate 
than they coſt at preſent; it will draw from thence 
great Part of its Subſiſtance, and ſpare it, in re- 
turn, a conſiderable Part of the Freightage of 
European Goods: Beſides that the Navigation 
from Quebec to Cape Breton will make a great 
3 many 


WEI 
many good Sailors of People that are now uſe- 
leſs, and even a Charge to the Colony. 

Another conſiderable Advantage, which this 
Eſtabliſhment would procure to Canada, is, that 
ſmall Veſſels might be ſent from thence to catch 
Cod and other Fiſh, the Oil of which might be 
extracted at the Mouth of the River. Theſe 
Veſſels would be ſure to diſpoſe of their Cargoes 
at Cape Breton, and to load there again with 
French Merchandize : Or elſe a Veſſel might be 
ſent from Quebec laden with the Commodities of 
the Country, and take up Salt at Cape Breton for 
Fiſhing in the Gulph ; and when the was laden 
again with Fiſh, return to Cape Breton and diſ- 
poſe of it. By this Means ſhe might lay out the 
Profits of both Voyages in the Merchandizes of 
France, to be diſpoſed of in Canada. 

Upon this Head it is proper to take nctice, 
that what has hinder'd the Canadans from fiſhing 
in the Gulph, and at the Entrance of St. Lau- 
rence's River, was the Neceflity they were under 
of carrying their Fiſh to Quebec, where they 
could not have made enough of it to pay Sai- 
lor's Wages, and other Charges, conſidering the 
Length of the Voyage; and that even if they 
had been ſo fortunate as to make ſome Profit, 
which ſeldom happen'd, that Profit was not con- 
ſiderable enough to encourage them to continue 
ſuch a Commerce. | 

The two Colonies mutually helping each other, 
and their Merchants growing rich by the conti- 
nual Commerce they would carry on, they might 
aſſociate in Enterprizes equally advantageous to 
both, and conſequently to the. Kingdom ; were it 
only to open the Iron Mines, which are in 

| . b : great 


—_ 
— — Bro” — - — 


— — — — 


[ 26 ] 

great : Abundance about the Three Rivers: Fot 
then the Woods and Mines of the Kingdom 
might have ſome reſt, or at leaſt there would be 
no Occaſion to buy Iron from Sweden and Biſ- 
cay. Moreover, the Ships which go from France 
to Canada run a great Riſk in coming back, e- 
ſpecially if they do not make their Voyage in the 
Spring : But the {mall Veſſels of Quebec will ha- 
zard nothing in going to Cape Breton, becauſe 
they may chuſe their Time, and always have ex- 
perienced Pilots. What can hinder them from 
making even two Voyages in a Vear, and by this 
Means ſaving the French Ships the Trouble and 
Danger of getting up the River of St. Laurence, 
which will ſhorten their Voyage a full Half? 

Nor is it only by augmenting the Conſumption 


of Goods in New France that the propoſed Eſta- 
bliſhment will be uſeful to the Kingdom, but by 


the Convenience it will furniſh of ſending the 
Wines, Brandies, Stuffs, Ribbands, Taffetas, & c. 
of France to the Engliſh Colonies (a). This 
Commerce might turn to great Account, becauſe 
the Engliſb would ſupply themſelves at Cape Bre- 
ton, and in Canada, with all the Goods, not only 
for the Continent of America, where their Co- 
lonies are exceedingly populous, but alſo for their 


Iſles, and thoſe of the Dutch, with which they 


carry 


(a) This ſingle Reaſon, if there were no other, ſhould deter- 
mine us eternally againſt ever parting with this Ifland again now we 


are in Poſſeſſion of it. What would fignify thoſe Colonies being 
. nominally ours, if the Freneh could find Means to work us out of 


that Commerce by which alone they are profitable to their Mother 
Country? To what a Degree they had done this before our taking 
of Louiſburgh I have not heard computed : But certainly they 
would have grown upon us in this Article, as their Colony bad in- 


creaſed in People, Wealth, and Tr: flick, 
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carry on a Traffick. By this Means a great deal 
of Money would be drawn out of thoſe Colo- 
nies, even tho' the Impoſition of our Commodi- 
ties was not openly permitted (5). 

Upon the whole, nothing is more capable thai 


this Settlement to engage the Merchants of 
France in the Cod Fiſhery, becauſe the Iſland of 


Cape Breton furniſhing Canada with Merchan- 


dizes, the Veſſels, which ſhall come thither from 
France upon this Fiſhery, may load partly with 
Merchandizes, and partly with Salt, and ſo make 
double Profit : Whereas at preſent the Ships of 
France, which go on the Cod-Fiſhery, load 
with Salt only. Add to this, that the Augmen- 
tation of the Fiſhery may enable France to fur- 
niſh Spain and the Levant with Salt-fiſh, which 
would bring a great deal of Money into the 
Kingdom. 

The Whale Fiſhery, which is very abundant 
in the Gulph, towards the Coaſts of Labruder, 
or New Britain, and in the River St. Laurence 
up to Tadouſſac, may prove another of the meſt 
ſolid vantages of this Eſtabliſhment. The 
Ships that go upon this Fiſhery, may load in 
France with European Goods, and eithet vend 
them at Cape Breton, or leave them with Corre- 
ſpondents; and taking in empty Caſks at the ſame 
Place, may proceed on the Fiſhery. Which 
Fiſhery is the more eaſy here, as it is carried on 
in the Summer, and not in the Winter, as in the 

| „ — North 
( The French Writers often talk openly of the Evglif Lore 
of clandeſtine Trade, and Savary gives it as his Opimon that 


even the Dread of Death would noc deter our Smugglers at hone 
from running our Wool to France, and bringing back their Com- 


modities. Is it not Time we ſhould throw off at once the Danger 


and Scandal of this pernicious PraQize 7 


| [ 18 } 
North of Europe, where the fiſhing Veſſels are 
obliged to ply in the Midſt of Mountains of Ice, 
under which the Whales are often loſt after they 
are harpoon'd, Thus the fiſhing Ships will gain 
both upon the Goods they carry to 2 pe Breton, 
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a 
and upon the Fiſhery itſelf; and this double Pro- 
fit will be made in leſs Time, and with leſs Ha- 
zard, than the ſingle Profit that is made in the 
North of Europe by only the Oil extracted from 
the Whales; and the Money, which we now 
carry to the Dutch for this Oil, will remain 

among ourſelves. | 
It has been already remarked, that the Iſland 
of Cape Breton can furniſh, of her own Growth, 
abundance of Maſts, and Timber for Building. 

This Ifland lies convenient alfo for drawin 

more of the fame Sorts from Canada; which 
would augment the reciprocal Commerce of the 
two Colonics, and procure to the Kingdom a 
greater Facility of building Ships. The Timber 
may be taken up in the Iſle, without our being 
{ obliged to buy it of Foreigners. A Commerce 
f may be alſo carry'd on with the Antilles Iles in 
I Maſts and Fir-plank, which would conſidera- 
bly lower the Price of thoſe Commodities. Who 
could even hinder our building Ships at Cape Bre- 
ton, which might be ſupplied from Canada 
with all that was wanting in itſelf for that Pur- 
poſe ? They would coſt much leſs there than in 
France, and we might even ſell Ships to thoſe 

Forrigners of whom we pow buy them. 

In fine, there cannot be a more commodious 
Place to put in at, nor a more ſecure Retreat, 
than the Iſland of Cape Breton, for all Ships that 
come from any Part of America whatſoever, if 


they 
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they ſhould happen to be purſued, or furpriſed 
in bad Weather, or be iti Want of Water, Food, 
or Proviſions. Beſides that in Time of War it 
might ſerve for a Place to cruife from, a Place 
that might ruin the Commerce of New Eng- 
land (c): And with Fortifications there, which 
might eaſily be raifed, we might make ourſelves 
Maſters of the whole Cod-fiſhery, by keeping 
only a ſmall Number af Frigates, ready to ftep 
out of the Ports of the Ifland, and return into 
them as there might be Occaſion.” 


The two Intendants, after having thus ſet forth 
the Advantages of the new Eſtabliſhment they 
had projected, applied themfelves to facilitate 
the Means of making it, and anfivering the Diffi- 
culties that might be objected to their Project. 
They remarked firſt, That it was not proper to 
truſt this Undertaking in the Hands of a Compa- 
ny, becauſe the Spirit of all Societies puſhes 
them on getting a great deal in a little Time, on 
abandoning or neglecting Enterprizes that do not 
immediately produce great Profits, on giving 
themſelves little Concern about laying ſolid Foun- 
* dations for Eſtabliſhments, and on having no Re- 
gard tothe Utility of the Inhabitants, © ro whom, 
they ſay, We muſt not give too much Advantage, 
if we would engage them to ſettle in new Colo- 
nies,” What occaſioned the French incorporated 
Companies to talk in this Manner, was the Ex- 
perience of thoſe who till that Time had poſſeſs d 

| D 2 either 


(e) It was this Reaſon; in all Pro Ability, that more than any 
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either the Dominion or excluſive Commerce of 
New France, and the Ifles of America. 

The Intendants agreed, after all, that the En- 
terpriſe of eſtabliſhing Cape Breton could not be 
gone thro' without great Expence ; but then they 
pretended, that, without making it any Expence 
to the King, if they had only certain Sums ad- 
vanced, of which the Reimburſement might be 
ſecured to his Majeſty's Treaſury, it would be ea- 
ſy in three Years to put this Iſland in a Condition 
of ſupporting itſelf, and becomeing in a few Years 
more a very conſiderable Place. The Helps they 
manded the Loan of, and the Means they pro- 
poſed for reimburſing the Charge, were as follow. 

1. The King has no Occaſion for a great Num- 
ber of his Ships in Time of Peace, when they 
either periſh in the Ports, or only take a little 
Diverſion at Sea: It would be doing a public Ser- 
vice therefore, to find them real Occaſions of go- 
ing Voyages. Thus the King would loſe no- 
thing by lending ſome of his light Veſſels for the 
Tranſportation of every Thing neceſſary to make 
the Eſtabliſhment in Queſtion. The Effects, 

which they would bring back even the firſt Year, 
would atleaſt pay the Wages of Seamen, Provi- 
ſions, and Wear and Tear: For by taking previ- 
ous Meaſures, their Lading back in Pit- coal, 
Lime-ſtone, Maſts, Poles, and other Wood, 
might be got ready, ſo as to coſt nothing but the 
putting on board. The two following Vears an 
Addition might be made of Planks, Split Tim- 
ber, Oils, dried Fiſh, and other Commodities, 
which the Inhabitants might begin to give in Pay- 
ment of the Money advanced for their Eſtabliſh- 
ment, and which ought to be regarded as ſo much 
| ready 
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ready Money, becauſe ready Money mult be gi. 
ven for the ſame Things to Foreigners. In the 
mean time, the Augmentation of the Cod-fiſhery 
would augment the King's Revenue ariſing from 
that Merchandize. | 
2. Four compleat Companies of Soldier 
would be ſufficient for the firſt Year : But it will 
be neceſſary to be particularly careful in the 
Choice of the Soldiers, that they are all Men of 
ſome uſeful Trade, as Maſons, Carpenters, 
Smiths, Hewers of Timber, and above all La- 
bourers ; that they are alſo young, active, heal- 
thy, and good Workmen, Such a Choice as this 
will not be difficult to make as ſoon as the War is 
over, It would beeven proper to take the firſt 
Companies from Canada, where the Men are al- 
ready experienced in the making of new Eſta- 
bliſhments, and capable to inſtruct thoſe that may 
come afterwards from France. But it ſeems above 
all indiſpenſably neceſſary, that the Governor of the 
new Colony ſhall have Power to give all the Sol- 
diers who may deſire it leave to marry: For they 
will defend the Country better in the Quality of 
Inhabitants, than in that of Soldiers; the Com- 
anies will become a Nurſery of Inhabitants, and 
it will not be difficult to recruit them annually, to 
keep them always compleat. ä 
3. What regarded the Tranſportation of Inha- 
bitants, the Neceſſity of furniſhing the Colony 
with Proviſions during the two firſt Vears, / the 
military Stores and Merchandizes neceſſary to be 
ſent thither, the Fortifications it would be requi- 
ſite to make, the ready Money that ſhould be at 
firſt diſtributed, the annual Charges, the Do- 
mains and Rights annex'd to them, the Conceſ- 
5 3 ſionz 
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fions made in favour of Communities and private 
Perſons, the Duties of Importation and Exporta- 
tion; all thefe wete explain'd by. the two Magi- 
ſtrates, with ſuch an Exactneſs, Underſtanding, þ* 
Perſpicuity, and Order, the whole fupported by |. 
folid Proofs, that nothing more could be wanting 
to demonſtrate, that the King would run no 
hazard in advancing Money upon this Eſtabliſh- 
ment; that thoſe Advances would not be ſo con- 
ſiderable as might have been apprehended, and 
that they would be reimburſed in three Years. 
M. Raudot the Son, nevertheleſs, in the Year 
1708, judged, that it might be more proper not 
to proceed ſo faſt, but to eftabliſh the New Co- 
lony by little and little: To 5 by ſending 
Troops, who ſhould fet on Foot the Fiſhery; and 
then to ſend hired Servants and French Mariners, 3 
a Part of whom ſhould become Inhabitants. q 

There is great Reafon to think that the War, 
which continued ſome Years after this, and em- 
ploy'd the whole Strength of France, and all 
the Attention of the Miniſtry, hinder'd his Ma- 
| jeſty's Council from purſuing ſo beautiful and | 

well-digeſted a Project; a Project that appear d 

equally advantageous both to Old and New 

France. This however is certain, that after the 

Ceſſion of Placentia and Acadia to the Crown 

of England, the French having no Place left 

where they could dry their Cod, nor even pea- } 

ceably fiſh for it, but this Iſle of Cape Breton, a 

Sort of Neceſſity lay on them to make there a 

ſolid Eſtabliſhment, with Fortifications, F 

They began by changing the Name, impoſing | 
that of Je Royale, or Royal Iſland, inſtead of 

Cape Breton, The next Thing deliberated on 
| Was 
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[was the Choice of a Port, where it would be 
proper to eſtabliſh the General Quarters. Con- 
! cerning this the Opinions were long divided be- 
tween Engliſh Haven and St. Anne's Port. I 
have already ſaid, that the firſt is one of the fin- 
eſt Harbours in all America; that is almoſt four 
Leagues in Compaſs, having Anchorage every 
where in fix or ſeven Fathom of Water; that 
the Anchorage is ſo good, that Ships may be 
run a-ground on the Shallows without Hazard ; 
E that the Entrance is not 200 Toiſes, or 1200 
r Feet over, between two ſmall Ifles which can 
t | ] eafily defend it. Here are alſo Cod-fiſh in Abun- 
dance, and the Fiſhery may be carried on from 
g the Month of April to the End of December. 
4 | But the Objections againſt this Place were, that 
the Ground is barren all round about it, and that 
it would coſt immenſe Sums to tortify it, becauſe 
all the Materials muſt be fetch'd from a great 
\- | 3 Diſtance: Beſides, that it had been remarked, 
1t |] there was no fandy Shoal in this Haven large 
1 enough for more than forty Fiſhing Veſſels. 
d I have obſerv'd, that there is a very ſecure 
Road before Sr. Anne's Port among the Iſles of 
w (ibou, and that a Slip of the Main Land almoſt 
e entirely ſhuts up the Port, leaving a Paſſage only 


'n for one Ship at a Time. This Port, thus ſhut. 
ft | up, is almoſt two Leagues in Compaſs, and of an 
a Oral Figure, deep enough for Ships every-where 
A do ride cloſe to the Shore; that, thro' the Height 
a of the Shores, and the Mountains which ſurround 
and cover them, the Winds are ſcarcely felt here: 

ng | To which thoſe who declared in favour of this 
of (Port added, that it might be render'd impreg- 
on J nable at a ſtall Expence, and that more might 


das be 


2 


be done for 2000 Franks, than for 200,006 
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at Enghſh Haven, becauſe every Thing might be 
found here, that was neceſſary for building and 
fortifying a great City. 

It is moreover certain, that the Greve, Shoal, 
or Beach here, is as large as that at Placentia ; 
that the Fiſh are here in great Abundance; that 
a great deal of good Timber grows hereabouts, 
eſpecially Maple, of the Black Cherry-tree, 
and Oaks exceeding proper both: for building and 
maſting of Ships, ſome being from twenty-eight 
to thirty-eight Feet in Height; that Marble is 


| here common; that the Soil is for the moſt part 


good, and that upon both the Little and Great 
Labrador, which are but a League and an half 
diſtant, the Ground is exceeding fertile, and might 
contain and ſupport a great Number of Inhabi- 


ants. In a word, this Port is only four Leagues 
from Spamards-Bay, which is another very good 


Haven, where the Lands are excellent, and co- 
vered with Timber proper both for Conſtruction 
and Maſts. Tis true, they cannot fiſh here with 
Shallops, becauſe of the Weſt Winds which uſu- 
ally blow ; but they may do it with ſmall Boats, 
as at Boſton. | 
The only Inconvenience of Port Sf. Anne, 
which all the World allows to be one of the 
fineſt in the New World, is, that it is not eaſy 
fo come into it. This ſingle Inconvenience, af- 


fer much weighing the Matter, and half reſol- 


ving now to eſtabliſh here, under the Name of 
Port Dauphin, and now at Engliſh Harbour, by 


the Name of Louisburgb, at laſt determined for 


the latter. And as the Facility of Entrance gave 
this the Preference, no Colt. has been ſpared to 
N | rerder 


[81 . 
render it commodious and impregnable: The City 
is built upon a Point of Land, which forms the 
Entrance of the Port. M. de Coſtebelle; who had 


loſt his Government of Placentia, by the Delive- 


ry of it to the Engliſb, was entruſted with that of 
the new Colony; and M. ge St. Ovide; his Lieu- 
tenant, was his Succeflor: : 

It was at firſt intended to tranſport into Ilie 


Royal, all the French that were ſettled in Acadia. 


Even all the Savages; whom we comprehend un- 
der the Narne of Abenaqurs; were invited thither, 
and ſome of them had in fact begun to form a little 
Town: But the French, who had before wiſh'd 
for a Removal, having nothing aſſigned them in lieu 
of what they poſleſs'd in Acadia; and being better 
uſed by the Engliſh Governor, who knew the Va- 
lue of a People already ſettled; concluded at laſt, 
after long Deliberation; to remain in their Colo- 

nies: | 
They were _ hear changing Opinion; how- 
ever; in 1720. Mr. Philip Richards being appoint- 
ed Governor of New England and Acadia; was 
ſarpriz'd at his Arrival to ſee the French remain in 
the latter Province as Subjects of the moſt Chri- 
ſtian King; (a) and that the Eng/;ſh were content 
to leave thein in quiet; while they attempted no- 
% thing 


' . (a) We have never keard but that theſe People; tho' Catholics 


in Religion, have demeaned themſelves as good S ibjects of Great 
Birtain. They would, no doubt, be g'ad to fee their own Nation 
again Maſters in this Country ; but we have had two Inftances, 
within two Years paſt; that they are not ificlin'd to contribute any 
Aſſiſtance towards making them ſo j for in the Sieges of Annapolis 


Royal, when the Canadon French were, .aflilted by the Indian Nati- 


ons, we dont find that the French of Nova Scotia attempted to riſe 

in their Favour, ; which had they done, perhaps the Enem'es had 

I of Acadia Before we kad made any Atiempt on Caps 
Eton. | 
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thing againſt the Service of the Crown of En. 
gland; that they enjoy'd the fame Prerogatives 
they had enjoy'd under their natural Sovereign; 


that they had their Catholic Prieſis, and the free 


Exerciſe of their Religion; and chat they kept up 
a kind of Correſpondence with Je Royale. 

He was told, that the Government had thought 
proper to grant them all this, to prevent their: re- 


tiring either into Canada, or Je Royale, as they 


were permitted to do in virtue of the Treaty of 
Utrecht, and even to carry off their moveable, 
and ſell their-immoveable Effects; that by this 
means the Charge of {ending over a new Colony 


had been ſaved, "which muſt otherwiſe have been 


done, in order to replace this; and that moreover 
it would have been difficult to find Inhabitants fo 
laborious and induſtrious as theſe: That as to the 
reſt, they had not abuſed the Indulgence, . and 
that it was owing to them that the Savages, in Al- 


liance with France, had for ſome Time left the 


Engliſo in Repoſe. 
The Captain General either did not taſte theſe 
Reaſons, or believing that Time could change the 
Nature of Things, concluded he might, withoutany 
Riſkput the French upon the ſame Footing as the 
Engliſh. He begun by forbidding them all Com- 
merce with Je Royale, and afterwards let them 
know, that he gave them but four Months to 
take (2) the Oath of Fidelity to the King of Eu- 
gland, is Subjects ought to do to their * 
M. de 


(a) Our French Author is probably miſtaken here, and means the 


Oath of Abjuration,” inſtead of the Oath of Allegiance, which no 


People certainly would refuſe to a Government they choſe to live 
ander, and were protected by: Nor indeed is it probable they would 
have been left ſo _- as he deſcribes them, if they * * 


this latter Oath. 
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M. de St. Ovide, who was ſoon informed of 
this new Pretenſion, advertiſed the Inhabitants 
what would be the Conſequence, if they ſub- 
mitted to what was required of them, They 
had no Occaſion for this Advice of the French 
Governor, having given an immediate Anſwer to 
the Captain General, as became them, That if 
he endeavoured to compel them, he would bring 
down the Natives upon him, who would never be 
forced to ſuch an Oath of Fidelityas would deprive 
them of their Paſtors. ) This Anſwer had its 
Effect; Richards did not think proper to break 
with the Savages, his Neighbours, at a Time 
when thoſe of Kinibegi were already  ill-inclin'd 


towards the People of Boſton, nor to run the Ha- 


zard of ſeeing Acadia without Inhabitants; for Sz. 


Ovide had already concerted Meaſures for facilita- 


ting to the French a Retreat in the Iſland of St. 

„In, where a conſiderable Eſtabliſhment was 
then talked of, and even attempted.* It will not 
be foreign to our Subject to follow the French Au- 
thor a little farther, and give an Account of this 
Attempt. 

After the Iſle of Cape Breton, that of St. Jobn s, ks. 
which is very near it, is the largeſt of all thoſe in 
the Gulph of St. Laurence, and has even this Ad- 
vantage over the other, that all the Lands in it are 
fertile. It is about 20 Leagues in Length, and 60 
in Circumference ; has a ſafe and commodious 
Port; and is covered with Trees of. ali the moſt 
uſeful Kinds. - No Notice, however, had been, 
taken -of this Iſtand till after the Eſtabliſhment 
was begun at Cape Breton: But then the Proxi- 
mity of the two Iflands ſuggeſted the Thought, 

3 that 

(5) The true Jeſuit appears in the Original of this Paragraph, more 


than we thought! it neceſlary to follow 1n the Tranſlation, 


for the Culture o 
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that they might be . of great Utility one to the 
other, EE | 

In 1719 a Company was therefore formed, who 
reſolved to — John, and to employ for 
that Purpoſe (5) Funds more eaſy at that Time 
to raiſe, than to preſerve afterwards in the imagi- 
nary Value then affix' d to them. The Count de 


St. Pierre, Maſter of the Horſe to the Ducheſs 


of Orleans, took this Project upon him, and the 
King, by his Letters Patent, dated in August the 


ſame Year, granted him the Iflands of St. Jobn 


and Miſccu in free Tenure, without judiciary Pow- 
er, which his Majeſty reſerved to himſelf, Homage 
being to be paid to his Caſtle of Louiſburgh, on 
which it depends.---This Grant was for the Eſtab- 
liſnment of a Cod Fiſhery. EL 
In January the next Year, the Count de Sr. 
Pierre obtain'd new Letters Patent, upon the 
ſame Conditions, for the Iſlands of 3 and 
Beten, or Ramees, with the Iſles adjacent, as well 
ure of the Lands, and clearing of the 
Woods, as for the Fiſheries of Cod, Grampus, 
Porpoiſe, &c. and in all Appearance he had exe- 
cuted his Project, if his Aſſociates had been like 
himſelf. But he ſoon met with that Diſguſt and 
Diſcouragement which are inevitable in Societies, 


the Members of which have not all an elevated 


Way of Thinking, but are united meerly by In- 
tereſt : What will happen in all like Caſes, where 


every one concern'd requires an equal Part in the 


Direction, happened to this Eſtabliſhment. 
When the firſt Sums advanced are given without 
2 ! 2: OP Re perfect 


| (5) The Author ſpeaks of the M;/i/Fppi Stock, which by riſing 


this Year to a — ideal Value, gave the Hint to the South Sea 


Seheme in England the Year following. hh 
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perfect Knowledge of the Nature and Advanta- 
ges of the Place, and of the Obſtacles that may 
be met with in the Deſign ; and when there is 
not a Liberty of chuſing proper Perſons for the 
Execution of ſuch Deſign, little Fruit is ever to 
be expected among ſelfiſh Undertakers. For 
Want of having taken the proper Meaſures, the 
firſt Attempt did not ſucceed, and as there was 
no Probability of proceeding on better Meaſures, 
the Undertaking was abandoned. 

Upon the Concluſion of the Peace of Urrectt, 
there was a great Stir about Cape Breten, then 
called Je Royale, The French entruſted the 
Eſtabliſhment of it, as I ſaid, to Meſſ. De Cofte- 
belle and De St. Ovide, and the Engliſh com- 
plained loudly that it was given up. "The City 
| of London, in her Inſtructions to her Members in 
the next Parliament, required them to demand 
| of the Miniſters of the preceding Government, 
why they left Canada and the Iſland of Cape Bre- 
ton in the Hands of the French.” : 

It appears farther from the Work of our Jeſuit, 
that the French were very apprehenſive during 
the Peace between the two Nations, that if ever a 
War broke out again betwixt them, the People 
of the Britiſh Colonies, who are able to raiſe 
ſixty thouſand fighting Men, would attempt 
to get not Cape Breton vnly, but Canada, out of 
the Hands of the French, who could not raiſe 
five thouſand between fourteen Years of Age and 
ſixty : And that Vaudreuil, the Governor of Ca- 
nada, acknowledged, in a Memorial laid before 
the French Miniftry, that the Canadars had no 
Security, during the former Wars, but in the 
air of the Indian Nations, which they 

| therefore 


[ 39 ) 
therefore induſtriouſly cultivated ; nor could ex- 
pect to be ſaved againſt any future Attempt other- 
wiſe than by their Aſſiſtance, 

As to Acadia, the Poſſeſſion of which was left 
us by the ſaid Treaty of Utrecht, it appears how 
much the Country was liked by the Behaviour 
of the French Planters there ſettled, and the In- 
ſtance I before quoted: And what Value the 
French Miniſtry put upon it, while they had it 
in Poſſeſſion, is more fully ſet forth in the 


Jeſuit's Work, from which I have been extract- 


ang. | 
Flis Words with Regard to Newfoundland, the 
entire Poſſeſſion of which was given to us by the 
ſame Treaty, are worth inſerting. © The Eng- 
* {ifh, ſays he, will get more by the Ceſſion of 
*© what we there held than we ſhall loſe: For 
© beſides that e Royale will indemnity us in Part 


© for Placentia, all the Inhabitants of which 


{© were tranſported to Louisburgb, thoſe Inhabi- 
* tants will find themſelves more at Eaſe there 
*© thanever they were in Newfoundland : Where- 


<« as the Engliſb are become abſolute Maſters of 


*© an Iſland, where they were before ſure of no- 
* thing while they had us for Neighbours.” 

This Author likewiſe gives us the Hiſtory of 
the Reſtoration of Hudſon's-Bay by the fame Peace, 
in which there is nothing remarkable, and only 
mentions it by, Way of Memorandum that Hud- 


fjon's-Bay was then reſtored. 


What M. Savary, in his Hiſtoire de Commerce, 
ſays of the Ifland of Cape Breton, does not in all 
Reſpects agree with the Account of Father Char- 
ſconx ; But ſome Parts of his Article TG 
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the Commerce of this Iſle will prove how right 
Meſſ. de Raudot were in their Opinion of the 
Advantages that might be made of it, by ſhew- 
ing what that Commerce actually was in 1723, 
only Nine or Ten Years after the Foundation of 
Louisburgh, when this Dictionary was firſt pub- 


liſhed. I ſhould have . been glad to have ſeen 


this Article continued down to the Year 1742, 


when the laſt Edition was printed. But the Edi- 


tors own they wanted Materials upon the Affairs 
of America, We may reaſonably judge, howe- 
ver, that the Article of Cape Breton, or Louiſ- 
burgh, might have 2 to be more than three 
Times (a) as conſiderable as we here ſee it. To 
this Extract I ſhall add two or three from our own 
Writers, who made their Remarks on Occafion 
of the Acquiſition of this Illand to the Crown 


of Great Britain. 


Extra from Savary's Diftionaire de 


(Of OMMerce. 


F 7 \ H E Coloap of Louisburghb is more mo- 
dern than that of Louiſana, the French 
not having ſettled there till 1714, after 
they had ceded to the Engliſh the Port of Pla- 
ccaitia, and the other Poſts they held in Ner- 
faundland, by the Treaty of Utrecht, This Iſle 
formerly (6) belonged to France under the 
Name of Cape Breton, as making a Part of Ca- 
| nada, 


{ a ) The Truth of this will appear in the following Extract 
from Eng lib Writere, who have written ſince, or about the Tine 
that this 1i]:nd fell into. the Hands of the Z g. 

t6) Sce Page 1, 2. 
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Bale, and tlie Frenth had fortify 'd it before the 
Year 1640. They — abandoned it, 
their Eſtabliſnments in the Iſland of Neu found. 
land ſufficing for their Fiſhermen, and Merchants 
concerned in the Cod Fiſhery. But the Ceſſion 
of Newfoundland to the Engliſb, and the Prohi- 
bition to the Frenth of — any ſettled Fiſhery 
on that Ifland; made them reſume their antient 
Project of peopling the Iſland of Cape Breton: 

And; in order to ſecure to France the Poſſeſſion 
of it hereafter, the ſame Article of the Treaty 
of Utrecht, which took from her Placentia, 
granted her Lowsburgh, expreſſing, That the 
&« Iſle called Cape Breton, and all others what- 
« ſoever that are ſituated in the Mouth and Gulph 
© of St. Laurence's River, ſhall for the future re- 
main to France; with entire Leave for his Moſt 
* Chriſtian Majeſty to fortify one or more Pla- 
ces. 

Thus it was from the Ruins of the French Co- 
lony at Newfoundland; and the Remains of that 
of Acadia (a), ceded alſo to the Enghſh, that 
Cape Breton has been peopled, and that it already 
feems a flouriſhing Colony, not only by the Cul- 
ture of the Lands; but chiefly by the Cod Fiſh- 
ery. With reſpect to the latter, the Fiſh are in 
ſuch Abundance, and the Convenience of Bea- 
ches to dry them on are ſo many and great, that 
we flatter ourſelves this Iſle will be in no Reſpect 
inferior to that we Have abandoned. 
 Leuisburgh ( 2, which is the Name of the Iſle 


as 


(a) We have before ſhewn that the French in Acadia did not move 

on this Occaſion. 
% In ſeveral Things that follow, concerning the Geography and 
Deſcription of this If ind, M. davary differs widely from Charle- 
voix, 
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as well as of the Fort and -principal City; the 


Foundations of which are already laid, is ſituated 


10 Leagues from Cape Carſo, in 45 Degrees 
of Latitude. It is about 80 Leagues in Compaſs, 
including the little Iſle of Mary, which lies very 
near it. 

The great Iſle is almoſt cut in two by a Gulph, 
or large Interval of Sea, called Labrador, which 
leaves only 800 Paces of Land for an Iſthmus to 
join the two Peninſulas. : 

The Lands about Labrador are but indifferent, 
yet a great deal of Lime-Stones is found in them. 
Thoſe of St. Peter's Gulph, and the Mountains 
near it, are excellent. Mines of Pit-Coal are 
found in this Iſland, which is tranſported to the 
Antilles, and fine Quarries of ſeveral Kinds of 
Marble, Specimens of which have already been 
ſent into France. Firs, Pines, and Oaks may 
be alſo brought from hence in Abundance; for 
the Building of Ships. | 

In general (a) the Coaſts of this Ifland are 
not very ſafe, eſpecially the Channel between the 
great Iſle and Ifle St. Mary, whieh is very dange- 
rous. Here are; however, many good Ports, as 
Port de la Baleine, Engliſh Haven, Spaniard's 
River, and St. Anne's Haven, which are all capa- 
cious, and afford very good Anchorage. ED 

The beſt of all is St. Anne's Haven, (b) called 

F | at 


voix, and all other Writers: So that we may ſuppoſe he might not 
be well informed in this Particular: But with Regard to the Trade 
of the Ifland, and other Things of the greatett Conſequence, a 
Man who was InſpeQor-General at the Cuſtom-Houſe of Parit 
could nat be much miſtaken. "3 : 
(a) It (ſhould have dillinguiltied the Eaſt and South. Eaſt Coats 
from the reſt. 

(% Theſe two Names, which he gives to the ſame Port, belong 
to the two moſt diſtitit good Ports in the whole hand; See before 
pap. 5; 2; and the Map, 


| 
| 
| 
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at preſent Port Toulouſe, where Veſſels of three 
or four hundred Tons may come in at all Times, 
and which might contain above 1000 Sail. The 
Haven abounds in Salmon and Mackarel. The 
Coal Mines are four Leagues up Sfamard's Ri- 
ver, and at the Entrance of Little Chibeu, beſides 
tome other Places. 1 

The French who fuſt inhabited this Ifle, to 
ſhun the Danger of the Coaſts, and fave them- 
ſelves a long Voyage, uſed to ſail down to the 
Point of Lake Labrader, and from thence drag 
over their Boats from one Sea to another, in or- 
der to carry on their Fiſhery with the greateft 
Eaſe ; Cod Fiſh being in great Abuudance almoſt 
every where about the Iſle during the whole 
Summer. | | | 

The principal Places for the Cod Fithery, 
which is the chief and almoſt the only Object 
of this Colony, are Green Je, and the Iſles 
Michaux, which are but three Leagues from Port 
St. Peter, and Engliſb Haven, which is diſtant 

10 Leagues. Here the Fiſhermen of Olone uſed 
formerly to come and water, in order to be the firſt 
upon the Great Bank, and conſequently the firſt 
that returned to France, where dry Cod fetches a 
good Price, and has great Vent at firſt coming 
in. EP | 
There is alſo a great deal of this Fiſh in the 
Fourillon, which is behind Cape Preton, as well 
as at Niganiebe, and the Nerth Cape. The two 
latter Places are not convenient, one being capable 
of holding only three Ships, and the other but a 
ſingle Veiel. But as the Fiſh are to be caught 

moſt early im theſe Places, and are in the higheſt 
| Perfecti- 


1 


Perfectiou, the Profits over- balance the Difficul- 
ties. 

Herrings and Mackarel, of which Abundance 
are caught all round the lle, ſerve for Baits for 
the Cod, which run at thoſe Fiſh more greedily 
than any Thing elſe. But it is not our Buſineſs 


here to deſcribe the Fiſhery, a particular Account 


of that being to be met with elſewhere. 

This Iſland was formerly inhabited by Savazes, 

and had Abundance of Elks. There is Hope of 
bringing back the Natives by the Profits of the Fur 
Trade, and many of thoſe in Acadia, who were 
in Amity with the French, when they were. 
Maſters of that Country, begin to come into the 
Ifle of Cape Breton. 

Since the Colony has been eſtabliſhed at Low/- 
burgh, the Veſſels which go to Canada touch 
there in their Return, and load with the Commo- 
dities of the Ifland, eſpecially Cod, which they 
pay for in ready Money, Corn, or ſome of the 
Products of Quebec and Europe. Ships alſo ar- 
rive here from Normandy, Nantes, and Rochelle, 
who bring hither moſt of the European Goods for 
the Uſe of Canada and the Iſles. And the King 


likewiſe ſends hither regularly ſome Ships every 


Year, who carry Stores for his Majeſty's Maga- 
Zines, and whatever is neceſſary for the Support. 
of the Troops and Officers in Garriſon. By the 
ſame Means the Inhabitants are furniſhed with. 
whatever they want in the Colony, 

The Eſtabliſhment of J/e Royale being ſo prin- 
cipal an Obje& of the French Commerce ſince the. 
Ceſſion of New England and Placentia to the 


Engliſh, nothing has been omitted that might not 


only contribute to its Support, but that might 


1 N tend 


[ 36 ] 
tend to raiſe and improve its Fiſhery, and make 
it exceed the Advantages that were formerly 
drawn irom the two Settlements that have been 
given up. Among a great Number of Inſtances 
that his Majeſty has been pleaſed to give of his 
Attention to make this new Colony flouriſh, one 
of the principal, without Queſtion, was the. ge- 
neral Exemption, for a Time, from all Cuſtoms 
at Importation, both for freſh and dry Cod, and 
for all the Oils drawn from Fiſh in and about 
this Iſland, and coming from thence into the 
Kingdom in Ships belonging to his Majeſty's Sub- 
jects. . 

: The Arret of the Council of State, which 
grants this Exemption, is dated May 3, 1723. 
His Majeſty ordains by it, that for the Space 
of Ten Years, to begin from the firſt of July 
next, all Cod Fiſh, green or .dry, and the Oils 
proceeding from the Fiſhery of his Subjects at Ie 
Royale, called formerly Cape Breton, ſnall be and 
remain Duty- free in all the Ports of the Kingdom, 
both in the Ocean and the Mediterranean. This 
Exemption ſpecifies all the Rights of Entry be- 
longing to the five great Farms; thoſe of Landing 
and Conſumption, in the Ports of Nor mandy; 
thoſe of the Provoſtſhip of Nantes; thoſe of Bour- 
deaux, Bayonne, Lyons, Arles, &c, and the Ports 
and Havens of all the Places that have ſpecial 
Privileges. | 3 
All this, however, upon Condition, that at the 
Departure of Ships from the Ports of the King- 
dom, the Maſters and Captains of the Veſſels ſhall 
make their Declarations at the Office of his Ma- 
jeſty's Farms, and the Regiſter Office of the Ad- 
miralty, of the Burthen of their Ships 3 
| Se "Ca 
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Cod-Fiſhery at Je Royale; of which Declara- 
tion an Extract ſhall be delivered by the Receiver 
of the Farm Office, without Expence: And that 
at their Return from the Fiſhery, arriving in the 
Ports of the Ocean, Languedoc, Provence, or the 
River Loire, after having made their Declaration 
at the Farm Office, in the uſual Manner, of the 
Quantity of Fiſh they have on board, and of the 
Oils ariſing from the Fiſhery of the ſaid /e Reyale, 
they ſhall give in the Extract of their Declaration 
Departure, which Extract ſhall be kept and fi- 
led by the Receiver, Who ſhall ſupply him with 
a Duplicate alſo without Charges, for him to 
make uſe of on every Occaſion. | 

On the 13th of September the ſame Year, a 
like Exemption was granted, for the Fiſh and 
Oils of the Ifle of St. John, which is reſorted to 
ſince his Majeſty's Subjects have made the E- 
ſtabliſhment at /e Royal. Thus far Savary. 

In the Year 1732 the Trade of Cape Breton 
(a) was ſo increaſed, that when the Fleuron and 
Brilliant, two French Men of War, were order- 
ed upon that Station, to cruize on the Banks, ex- 
amine into the State of the Fiſhery, and give the 
Fiſhermen any. neceflary Aſſiſtance and Protecti- 
on ; and from thence to Canada, and to back to 
the Fiſhery again; and then to convoy thoſe Ships 
that had made their Voyage, and were ready to 
depart for Europe: The Marquis de la Maiſor: 
Fort, who was on board one of thoſe Ships, re- 
marks thus on his Journal : 

% Louiſburgh is a good Port, and a faſe Har- 
e bour, and will be ſufficiently ſecured againſt 

2 | all 
(a) See Computation of the French Fiſkery, &c after the accurate 
Journal before quoted, Exon 1746, | 
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© all Inſults, when the Fortifications, which they 
e are now diligently at work on, come to be 
* compleatly finiſh' d. More than a hundred 
Veſſels arrive here every Year from France to 
e fiſh for Cod, and employ the People of the 
Country to fiſh for them in ſmall Craft of 
their own. Thoſe Fiſh they falt and dry from 

© the Beginning of June till October, when they 
all get ready to depart, every Veſſel for its 
© reſpective Port. This Iſland produces ſome 
“ Grain likewiſc: But, tho' the Inhabitants are 
more than 4000, they find their Account 
much better in Fiſhery than Huſbandry ; and 
© conſequently the Land lies waſte, they procu- 
*© ring all Neceſſaries in Exchange for their 
i.“ | 

Before I quit the French Writers upon this 
Subject, it may not be amiſs to make an Extract 
of the Value put upon this Iſland at its firſt E- 
ſtabliſhment, by a French Miniſter, M. de Pont- 
chartrain, as we find it in a Letter to the Duke 
de Grammont, dated Sept. 9, 1713. We have 
here beſides a ſhort Hiſtory of the Beginning of 
this Settlement, which in little more than 30 
Years, has grown to be of the Conſequence we 
ſhall by and by mention. 

« You will be perſuaded of the Attention I 
* give to procure to the Merchants that deal in 
* the Fiſhery the Means of continuing it, when I 
© have informed you, that the King ſent from 
* Rochefort, in the Month of May laſt, one 
* Frigate, to go and lay the firſt Foundation' of 
<* an Eſtabliſhment in Cape Breton, where Fiſh 
« is much more abundant than in the Iſland of 
% Newfoundland, and where one may _— 0 

* 2 ; 


cc 


[ 39. ] 


* Fiſh, and manage the drying of it eaſily. This 
« Frigate arrived on the 16th of June at Pla- 
” centia, from whence ſhe was to continue her 
© Courſe to Cape Breton, to which Place I have 
« cauſed 100 Men to be tranſported to begin 
{© the Settlement. His Majeſty will fend in the 


« Beginning of the Year three Ships, to tranſport 


e thither the Garriſon of Placentia; and put the 
* laſt Hand to the Eſtabliſhment of that Port. 
The Merchants of this Kingdom may ſend 
all ſuch Ships as they ſhall think fit to order for 


dry Fiſh, and for the Oil that ſhall be made 


© from the Fiſh on the faid Iſland. This Fa- 


e vour ought to animate the Merchants vrho 


*« drive this Commerce to carry it on with Vigour, 


from the Advantage they will draw from it.“ 

If we come now to our Enghfh Writers, we 
ſhall find it a Point acknowledged, that this I- 
ſland was originally the Property of England; that 
it was always accounted of great Value, and that 
our Miniſters were the Bubbles of France, when, 
after a ten Years ſucceſsful War, they conſented 
to part with it to the French, upon the poor Pre- 
tence of ſupplying them with Fiſh upon their Faſt 
Days. That I may not be thought to advance 

this at Random, I ſhall in the firſt Place give 

the Sentiments of that Time, when the Peace of 
Utrecht was juſt concluded, as introductory to 
what I may hereafter ſay upon the improv'd Va- 
lue of this Ifland, as it appeared at the Time of 
our reducing it in June the laſt Year. 

When the Treaty of Commerce was on foor, 
the Engliſhb Council of Trade propoſed ſome ad- 
ditional Articles, one of which was, * That 
te from henceforth all Cod, Ling, or Haick, CF 


lated 


* — —— — 
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{© ſalted Herrings, Salmon, and all Fiſh whatſo- 
Jever, dry or wet, may ve freely imported from 
the Dominions, and by the Subjects of Great 
Britain, in Britiſh Ships, into the Territories 
of France, without being liable to repacking, 
© notwithſt anding any Edits, Atrets, or Orders 
* to the contrary; — and alſo that the ſaid Bri- 
sb Ships ſhall have Liberty to ſell the Fiſh, fo 
© import<d, to whatever Buyer they pleaſe.” 
This Article his moſt Chriſtian Miefty reject- 
ed, and inſtead of it gave us an Exception for 
our Fiſh in the Body of the Treaty: And in the 
Articles ſigned a Month afterwards, tho' he was 
pleaſed to grant us Liberty to import our Fiſh in- 
to his Countries, it was under ſuch Duties, and 
with tuch Limitations and Reſtrictions, that the 
Author of the Britih M-rchant juſtly obſerved, 
they plainly ſhewed, he wanted none at all 
tron us, and that he knew very well the Value 
of Cape Breton, which had been granted him by 
the late Treaty. In another Place we have the 
following Paſſage by the fame Author. (a) | 
But the moſt extravagant Part of the Story, 
and which ſhews that the French perfectly un- 
derſtand what is given up to them in Cape 
e Breton, is {till behind: And that is that Cod- 
fiſh, which were formerly imported into France 
by Tale, and paid from 3 Livres to 8 Livres 10 
Sol ber Thoutand, muſt be hereafter import- 
ed in Barrels, or not at all, and pay 40 Livres 
alk. that is five Shillings Fer Barrel, a 
Duty equal to almoſt the whole Value of the 
* Fiſh. And then, as for the Expenes of Caſk, 
which 
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tt Which is impoſed on us, while their Næfound- 
« land Fiſhermen may import their own in Bulk, 
e and fave this Expence; it is equal to almoſt all 
ce the Value of the whole Commodity, If the 
« French King had made it High Treaſon for 
« any Briton to import Codfiſh into his Country, 
e he could hardly keep them out more effectu- 
ce ally than he will be able to do by this Article, 
« O Cape Breton] Cape Breton! 

At the Time we are ſpeaking of, thete was in 
this Iſland no Settlement, and the Senſe of its Va- 
lue aroſe only from reflecting on its Situation; 
But no ſooner did the French obtain Cape Breton 
for themſelves, but they had the Addreſs to for- 
tify and people it. Men of Penetration then 
foreſaw that they would make of it another Dun- 
kirk, in order to carry on their dry Fiſhery, as 
they had done before at Placentia: They fore- 
ſaw and foretold; that this would oblige us to 
keep large Garriſons in Newfoundland, in order 
to prevent our being ſurpriz d there. And what 
an Advantage muſt it be, to have in our Hands a 
Place that was ever capable of offending us, as 
well as of incroaching annually upon one of the 
moſt profitable Articles of Commerce, as well 
as the beſt Nurſery of Sailors, the Cod-Fiſhery ? 

As to the State of Cape Breton and Louiſburgh 
in 1745, they are thus deſcribed by Mr. James 
Gibſon, who was a Gentleman Volunteer at the 
Reduction of them under the Subjection of Great 
Britain. 


(a) This Place, which we have thus hap- 

* pily made our own, may with Propriety be 

= Pn, e call'd 

(a) See the Journal of the Siege of Cape Breton, printed for J. 
Newbery at the Bible and San in St. Paul's Church - yard, 
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. cal'd the Key of Canada, and North Ames 


rica. | 
The Iſland is near a hundred Miles long; 

and has ſeveral fine Harbours in it very com- 
modious for the Fiſhery; whereof that at 
Louiſburg is the principal. The City is not 
only walled, but as it has ſeveral wide Trench- 
es and Flankers, it may properly be ſaid to be 
compleatly garriſon'd. There is likewiſe a 
very grand Battery, directly oppoſite to the 
Mouth of the Harbour, the Ordnance where- 


of conſiſts of above 30 Pieces of Cannon, all 
42 Pounders. 


The Ifland Battery, moreover, which is 


planted at the Mouth of the Harbour, is of e- 
qual Strength and Force, | 

«< Oppoſite to the Iſland Battery there is alſo a 
very fine and commodious Light-houſe, as well 
as a noble Harbour for the largeſt Ships. 

© Near the Shore and Banks, which are about 
20 Leagues Diſtance, there are Fiſh in abun- 
dance. 9 | 

As to the Climate, tis exceeding fine for cu- 
ring Fiſh, and rendering them fit for a foreign 
Market. Here are Mackarel and Herrings in 
Pienty, both fat and large for Baits. 

* The Land here produces very good Wheat, 
Rye and Barley ; and the Meadows the beſt of 
Graſs. Beſides theſe Commodities, here are 
fine Beach Wood and Flake, for the mutual Be- 
nefit of the induſtrious Fiſherman and Farmer, 
* This Port commands not only Cape-Sable 
Shore, Canſo, and Newfoundland ; but the 


* Gulf of St, Lawrence, and by Conſequence, 


Canada. 


BR. 
“ Canada. It is a Safeguard likewiſe to the whole 
* Fiſhery, as well as to foreign Veſſels. 

© I have been inform'd by a French Gentleman, 
* that the Settlement of the Iſland of Gaſpey coſt 
e his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty nine Millions and 
« an Half of Money: And fince the War com- 
* menc'd, the Repairs that have been made to all 
«© the ſeveral Batteries have been attended with 
ce great Expence.” 

Before I quit Mr. Gibſon's Piece, I muſt borrow 
another Paſſage from it, which contains the Teſ- 
timony of an Enemy to the Greatneſs of the Ex- 
8 of the New England People. We ſhall 

ave mote to this Purpoſe in a future Extract I 
am to make from the Rev. Dr. Cbauncy's Ser- 
mon on the Occation : But I chuſe to go through 
with each Witneſs as I proceed, | b 

After we had marched into the City, fays 
« Mr. G:bſon, I waited on a Gentleman who was 
* inviolably attach'd to the King of France in 
“ Queen Anne's Wars, This Gentleman had ta- 
'© ken the New England Country Galley; he 
e affiſted likewiſe in the taking of 70 Sail of 
“ Veſſels more on the Coaſt of New England; 
© and now, in the above-mention'd Siege, he 
* came out of Loyrsburgh with fourſcore and 
* ſeven Men, in order to- prevent our Troops 
te from landing, but was happily beat off; This. 
« Gentleman, I fay, told me, that he had not 
ce had his Cloaths off his Back, either by Day or 
« Night, from the firſt Commencement of the 
« Siege. He added moreover, that in all the 
“ Hiſtories he had ever read, he never met with 
e an Inſtance of fo bold and preſumptuous an 
* Attempt ; that it was almoſt impracticable, as 

| „„ . 


Nu 


*© one would think, for only 3 or 4000 raw, un, 
% diſciplin'd Men, to lay Siege to ſuch a ſtrong 
re well fortify'd City, ſuch Garriſons, Batteries, &c. 
« For ſhould any one have aſked me, faid he, 
* what Number of Men would have been ſuffi- 
* cient to have carried on that very Enterprize, 
* T ſhould have anſwered no leſs than thirty thou- 
* ſand, To this he ſubjoined, that he never 
« heard of, or ſaw ſo much Courage and Intre- 
„ pidity in ſuch a Handful of Men (a) who 
* regarded neither Shot nor Bombs: But what 
*& was ſtill more ſurpriſing than all the reſt, he 
* ſaid, was this, namely to ſee Batteries rais'd in 
« a Night's Time, and more particularly the Fa- 
“ ſcine Battery, which was not five and twenty 
* Roods from the City Wall; and to ſee Guns, 
t that were forty-two Pounders, dragged by the 
* Engliſh from their Grand Battery, notwith- 
« ſtanding it was two Miles diſtant at leaſt, and 
the Road too very rough.” 

Another Authority for the Strength of this 
Place, and the great Importance of it to us, we 
had from a Letter inſerted in the Papers in July 
laſt, and faid to be written by one of the principal 
Engineers ( employed in the Siege. This Wri- 

- ter 


(a) Dr, Chauncy's Sermon aſſigns a Reaſon for this Courage and 
Intrepidity, which we ſhall by and by mention. 

(5) This Engineer gives us the following Liſt of the Artillery at 
Louiſburgh, when itwas beſieged by the E ngliſs. 


Embraſures in the Town Wall 14%, Cannon 64 
Embraſures in the Grand Battery i, Cannon 30 
Embraſures in the INand Battery 36, Cannon 31 
| | Cannon mounted 125 

Mortars of 13 Inches Bore be 10 
Mortars of 9 Inches Bore 6 
16 . 


Almoſt all the Balls were 42 Pounders. 
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ter ſays, that if they had not taken the Vigilante 
Man of War, laden with Ammunition and Stores, 
and fix other Ships laden with Stores and Proviſi- 
ons, it would have been impoſſible for them to 
ſucceed, notwithſtanding the Ardour and good 
Conduct of both the Land and Sea Forces. For 
<« it is, ſays he, the ſtrongeſt Harbour in the 
« Weſt Indies. The French Engineer told me, 
e the fortifying it had coſt two Millions of Li- 
<« vres (a); and if we keep it well garriſon'd, 

and ſupply d with Stores, I may venture to pro- 
nounce it impregnable. It is the Key to North 
6 America, as Gibraltar is to the Mediterranean, 
* By this Conqueſt the French Fiſhery is entirely 
te ruin'd; their Trade up the River St. Lawrence 


cc 
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ward-bound Ind:a-men, who uſed to put in 
here in Return, for Proviſions and Stores, are 
deprived of all Recourſe: So that it is the ſe- 
vereſt Blow that could have been given to the 
Enemy, and in the tendereſt Part.“ 

The Author of a late Weekly Journal remarks 
upon this Quotation, that what it ſays concerning 
the homeward-bound India-men has already been 
fully verified, to the great Emolument of our 
Sailors, and the ſtill greater Loſs and Diſappoint- 
ment of the common Enemy. We cannot, in- 
deed, expect it will another Year be ſuch a Trap, 
that their Ships ſhall voluntarily throw themſelves 
into our Hands, becauſe our Poſſeſſion of the 
Place will by that Time be known through both 


the 
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(a) When Mr. Cibſen, in what precedes, ſpeaks of Nine Milli» 
ons and a half, I ſuppoſe he includes all the Expence of ſending over 
Works, Stores and Proviſions, as well as what was expended on the 
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and to Canada, is commanded, and their home- 
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the Indies: But by depriving them of this Place 
of Shelter and Security, this Station to wait for 
Convoy to Old France, we ſhall ſtand a ten times 
better Chance of picking them up with our Pri- 
vateers and Cruizers. 

This Advantage, though ſo very conſiderable, 
ſeems to have been overlook'd by Mr. AUCKMUTY; 
at leaſt it is not mentioned in his Diſcourſe upon 
the Importance of Cape Breton to the Britiſh 
Nation, wherein the other obvious Benefits from 
taking it were ſo lively depicted, that the New 
England People were excited by it to their Under- 
taking. I ſhould be inexcuſable were I to omit 
what this Gentleman wrote upon the Occaſion. 

This Iſland, fituated between Newfoundland 
e and Nova Scotia, the Enghſh exchanged with 
* the French for Placentia in the Treaty of Utrecht, 
* and, during the late Peace between the two 
* Nations, the French, by the Advantages of the 
Place, carried on an unbounded Fiſhery, an- 
% nually employing at leaſt 100@ Sail, from 200 
to 400 Tons, and 20,000 Men. In the Year 
© 1730 there was a Computation made of 220, ooo 
“ Quintals (2) of Fiſh at Marſeilles only for a 
* Market; and communibus annis they cure above 
five Millions of Quintals (5). oo 

5 « How 


(a) A Quintal is a Hundred Weight. 

(5) In the Computation of the French Fiſhery, lately publiſh'd, 

the Author makes his Eſtimate in this Manner. Es 
* From the Gut of Canſo down along Shore to Lovifourgh, and 
from thence to the North Eaſt Part of Cape Breton, there was yearly 
employed at leaſt Five Hundred Shallops. And theſe required, at 
Sea and on Shore, Five Men each; which amount to Tao Thow- 
and Five Hundred Men: And Sixty Brigantines, Schooners, ayd,. 
Coops, each of Fifteen Men, make Nine Hundred Men more: Which 
together make Three Thouſand Four Hundred Men, Allow theſe 5ao 
| FEET | | Shallops 
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tt How dangerous a Nurſe of Seatnen this 
& Iſland therefore has been, or will be, while 
re in their Poſſeſſion, is too obvious to a Britiſh 
| | | * Conſti- 


Shallops to catch 300 Quintals of Fiſh each in the Summer Seaſon; 
and the Whole is 150,000 Quintals : And the 60 Brigs, Schooners, 
Sc. each 600 Quintals, which make 36,000 more. So that there 
is made at Cape Breton annually of Fiſh One Hundred, Eighty-ſix 
Theuſand Quiatals, . 

Now, to carty this Fiſh to Europe, to Market, there muſt be em- 
ployed 93 Sail of Ships, of the Burthen of 2000 Quintals each, 
one with the other; and each of theſe Ships have at leaſt 20 Men, 
which are 1860 Seamen. And theſe, added to the 3400 Fiſhermen 
above, make Five 1houſand TJauo Hundred and Sixty Men, employ'd 
at Cape Breton only in the Fiſhery. | 

At Gaſpay, Quadre, and other Harbours, mentioned in the fol- 
lowing Eitimation, there are Six Ships yearly, which, as they come 
out from France mann'd to catch their own Cargoes in Shalleps, 
which they haulup and leave in the Country every Winter, till they 
return the next Spring, one with another may be allowed Sixty 
Hands. And, it has always been allow'd, from Sr. Males and 
Granville they have at leait Three Hundred Sail of theſe Ships in 
this Fifhery, that fiſh at Petit Norde, Fiſhante, Belle Ie, and the 
Gelph ; wh ch will, all computed as above, (allowing thoſe Ships, 
that ſo come out to make their own Voyages, to carry each 3000 
Quintals) be as follows ; —— 


Ships. Men. Quintals. 
At Cape Breton —— 93 — 5260 — 186,000 
At 642 ——— 6 ð— 360 — 18,000 
At re —— — 6 — 360 — 18,000 
At Pert en Baue — 6 — 360 — 18,000 
At Le Feil. He. 3 — 180 — 9. ooo 
St. Mules Men — 300 — 18, coo goo, ooo 


— — 


* - 24,520 — 1 149,000 


Here it may be objected, tEat of the Three Hundred Ships above 
from Se. Maloes, (which they inſiſt upon) ſome of them are ſome of 
thoſe Ships above reckon'd at Gaſpay, Zuadre, Wc. Which is well 
known to be fo. - But then, no Regard is here 1d to the 
Ships ſo employ'd, among the reit, from St. Iran de Luz, Bayonne, 
Nantz, Havre de Grace, &c. which go annuelly into thuſe Parts on 
the ſame Voyage ; which are a great many more in Number than 


thoſe Taventy-one Ships above; and would, could an exact Lit be 
had, much {well the Account. 


Beſides 
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« Conſtitution ; and it is as demonſtrable, the 
* Recovery of a Place of this Conſequence will 
c entirely break up their Fiſhery, and deſtroy 
cc this 


Beſides all theſe, there have been conſtantly from the River Sen- 
dre, Olune, Poiteux, Havre, Ic. One Hundred and Fifty Ships at 
leaſt, the French ſay Two Hundred Sail, employ'd in the Mud biſhe- 
ry, or Mort Veſt (as they call it) from Sixteen to Twenty- four Men 
each: Which carry home, upon an Average, from Twenty-two 
Thouſand to Thirty Thouſand Fiſb in Number; which make, on the 
moſt moderate Eitimate, One Hundred and Fifty Sail of Ships: And, 
on a Medium, Twenty Men each, are Three Thouſand Men, and in 
the Whole Three Million Nine Hundred Thouſand Fiſhes in Tale. 
Theſe Ships are fitted out in France for their Voyages on the Barks, 
and there tarry 'till they are laden; unleſs they meet with any Acci- 
dent or Diſturbance (in which Caſe they reſort to Cape Breton for 
Shelter and Supplies); and from thence home to France. And it 
was; thus, frequent for them, when they had made their Voyages, 
— go into Cape Breton for Water eſpecially, as they had no other 

ort. 

In regard to the Value of this Branch of Trade, it is neceſſary 
here to obſerve, that there is hereby produced a large Quantity of 
Train-Oil ; which France has always an immediate Demand for at 
home, for their Woollen Manufactures, Lights, &c. And with 
which alſo their Sugar Colonies, that can't do without it, are yearly 
ſupply'd. It is certainly well known that they either do, or may 
at leaſt, make One Hogſhead of Sixty Gallons of Oil, clear drawn off 
from the Blubber, out of every hundred Quintals of Fiſh. And 
this, out of the Quantity of Fiſh before-mentioned, |will produce 
Eleven Thouſand Four Hundred and Ninety Hogſheads of Oil. And 
allowing that Feur Thouſand Fiſhes in Number are equal to One Hun- 
dred Quintals, when cur'd, then the Three Million Nine Hundred 
Thouſand Mud fb, by the ſame Rule, will yield Nine Hundred and 
Scwenty five Hog ſheads of Oil. Which added to the other make 
Tavelve Thouſand Four Hundred Sixty five Hogſheads of Train-Oil, 


which are equal to Three Thouſand One Hundred and Sixteen Tons and 
a Quarter. 


valued only at 10s. Sterling per Quinta], the prime ' 
Colt uſually at Newfoundland, and it is worth-— 


And, to this, allow 3 5s. Sterling Freight per Mp 
Quintal of it, in Exgliſh Bottoms, — . my $— 72,350: OO 


Now, let the 1,149,000 Quintals of Fiſh be*) C2 
£57450 


And then the Fiſh only is worth 4 746,3 50: 00 


And 
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« this formidable Seminary of Seamen. For if 
« they are happily removed from this advanta- 
e geous Shelter, no Protection is left for them 
cc on the Fiſhing Ground nearer than Old France: 
© Therefore they will not expoſe themſelves to 
the frequent Surpriſes and Captures of the 
« Engh/h from this Iſland, and the Continent ; 
e but finally will be obliged to quit the Un- 
ce dertaking, leaving the Engh/h in the ſole 
© Poſſeſſion of this moſt valuable Branch of 
© Trade, which annually will return to the Eng- 
« i Nation 2,000,0001. Sterling, for the Ma- 
e nufactures yearly ſhipped to her Plantations ; 
« and conſtantly employ thouſands of Families, 
© otherwiſe unſerviceable to the Publick ; and 
« greatly increaſe Shipping, and Navigation, and 
« Mariners. , | 

e It is farther to be obſerved, while the Eng- 
ce liſh ſolely ſupply foreign Markets with this 
© Commodity, Roman Catholick Nations will 
* have a ſort of Dependency on them. 


H e Moreo- 
And let the 3116 & qr. Tons of Oil be valued „ __ 
at 18 J. Sterling ver Ton, the Amount of it is 3 - 56,392: 10 
As to the Mud-Fiſh, it is generally fold in 
France at 1000 Livres per 1000 Fiſh; and then g= 78,750: ad 
11 4. Sterling per Livre, their Value & — 
| And thus it appears that one Year's Fiſhery of ? Loft, 0 


the French only is worth, Sterling. 


——  —_— 


Which great Branch of Trade, in a Manner, depends entirely 
on their Poſſeſſion of the Iſl ind of Cape Bretoa, as it is impoſſible ta 
carry it on without ſome convenient Harbour of Strength, c. to 
ſupply, ſupport, and protect it: And is now with us to determige 
whether they ſh II enjoy it or not. $i 


— 2 
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* Morcovet, the Acquiſition of this important 
Iſland cuts off all Communication between 


France and Quebec, the. Navigation to Cana- 
da River bearing near it; and muſt obſtruct 
the French Navigation thro' the Bay of St; 


Lawrence to the only Poſſeſſions the French 


have upon the Sea-Coaſt, to the Northwards 


of Louiſiana, in the Great Bay of Mexico. 
© By this Means Quebec muſt, in the Run 


of a very little Time, fall into the Hands of 
the Engliſ; and the Indians, wanting the 
uſual Protection and Supplies from France, 


will be obliged to court the Engli/b for both. 


And having once experienced the Treatment 
of both Nations, as the latter can ſupply them 
better and cheaper than the former, they 


will conſequently be rivetted in Intereſt to 


her; and thus the Engh/h will render them- 


ſelves entirely Maſters of a rich and profitable 
Fur Trade, at preſent chiefly engroſſed by the 
French. | 


« But the Conſideration alone, that the Br/- 
t1ſh Navigation and Settlements on the Sea- 
Coaſts throughout North- America, at preſent 
lie terribly expoted to their Men of War 


and Privateers from this Ifland, claims an 


Attenticn to proper Meaſures, for immediate- 
ly regaining the Poſſeſſion of it. For from 
hence the French, with Eaſe and little Time, 


may ſtation themſelves in Latitudes proper to 


intercept the Navigation between England 


and her Plantations, and the Intercourle of 


Trade ſubſiſting between one Plantation and 
another, by Captures ſupplying themſelves 


«with Engi, Manufactures, Naval Stores, 


1 Maſts, 
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« 'Maſts, Plank, Yards, Lumber, Sugar, ' Cote 


« ton, Proviſions, &c. and from its Vicinity 
« with the Continent, may, with like Eaſe, 


“ ſurpriſe our centlennonts along the Coaſt, and 


take the Maſt Ships when loaded out of Caſco 
and Portſmouth Harbours. > Whereas the Ac- 
ceſſion of this Iſland to the Pritiſh Domini- 
ons will not only ſecure our Navigation, and 
guard our Coaſt in America, but will be a ſaſe 
Retreat for our Men of War in the Hurricane 
Months, or when threaten'd with a ſupcrior 
Force, Beſides there they with greater Safe- 
ty, and leſs Expence to the Crown, may refit, 
than in any Harbour in Nerth Ameri ic. 
Thus far this New England Orator, who, like 
another TYRT@VUs, animated His Countr ymen 
to that Expedition, which will ever be an Ho- 
nour to that Colony, as well as to the preſent 
Age. The reſt of this Piece relates ro the 
Manner of Proceeding in making this Acquiſi- 
tion, of which it is fete here that we know 
from the Conſequence it had its defired Effect 

And as to the Advantages above ennmer: ated, 
which we miy expe& in a Courſe of Ti: me, I 
have been affured; that tho' the Exgliſd Colony 
has not yet had Tinie properly to form, the Vi- 
lue of Eſtates is already greitly riſen upon the 
Continent, from the Bare Proſpe& of greater 
Strength and Security. The other Benefits wall 
accrue chiefly to Ol Fri Tan. 

Should it ever be Propolec therefore, in a ſu- 
ture Negociation, to reſtore this invalüable Con- 
queſt; let it be the Voice of the whole Bri-iſb 
Nation; as of one Man: Ie ww1iil lien to Guru. 
ble Conditims : But Cave BRETON never / Lall, 


H 2 ever 
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never can be parted with on any Confideration. 
Rather let the War with France continue theſe 
twenty Years, provided we only proſecute it on 
our own Element. 


I have before mentioned, that the Author of 
the Accurate Journal of the late Expedition calls 
Lourshurgh but an indifferent Harbour for Ship- 
ping, and given my Reaſon for thinking him in 
that miſtaken (a). The reſt of his Deſcription 
runs thus, It has a ſmall Town, on a Point 
of Land, on the South Side of it, regularly for- 
tified and walled in ; and on the North Side, 
fronting the Entrance, one exceeding fine Bat- 
tery of Thirty Forty-two-pounders ; and on the 
Weſt Side of the Entrance, (which is North and 
South) upon an Iſland, another of Twenty-eight 
T wenty-four-pounders, called The Hand Battery; 
which, with the former, called the Roya/ or 
Grand Battery, were deſigned to ſecure the En- 
trance of the Harbour from any Enemy's Ships 
going in to annoy them: And were thought ſuf- 
ficient to anſwer their Deſign. 35 

The Iſland of Cars BRE TON extends from 
the Gut of Canſo, the Eaſtern Boundary of No- 
va Scotia, E. N. E. about thirty-three or thirty- 
four Leagues; and is what helps to form the 
Gulph of St. Laurence, which has three ſeveral 
Paſſages in and out, vig. At the Northward of 
Newfoundland, betwixt that and the Main, which 
Paſſage is called the Streights of Belle- Je; ano- 
ther between Cape Breton, the Eaſtmoſt Part, and 
the Weſt of Newfoundland,---which is the com- 
mon Paſſage; and another through the Gut of 

of 1 Canſo, 
(a) Page 6, Vide Note. | 


1 

Canſo, which is betwixt the Eaſtmoſt Part of 
Acadia and the Weſtmoſt Part of the Iſland of 
Madam. 

This Gulph Sr. Laurence, is a Sea, or Gulph, 
that has the River of Canada, and Land adjacent, 
at the Weſt of it, Cape Breton at the South ward, 
Newfoundland at the Eaſtward, and the main 
Continent, that ſtretches from Canada River, to 
the Northward and Eaſtward. On the North of 
it and in the Gulph are ſundry commodious Bays, 
Havens, . Iflands, Rivers, and Harbours ; and at 
all Seaſons of the Year Plenty of Cod-fiſh, and 
at particular Seaſons Herring, Mackarel, Squid, 
Alewives, and Smelts for Bait : But the Ice in 
Winter renders its Navigation unſafe, if not alto- 
gether impracticable, at leaſt to make Voyages 
of Fiſh; tho' in the Summer Seaſon there have 
been yearly Fiſheries carried on at Gaſpay, at 
the Entrance of Canada River, and in the little 
Harbours from thence to Bay Vert, at the Iſlands 
of St. John's and Magdalene, at the Northword 
of the Gut of Canſo, in and through the Gut, and 
from thence along Shore at Nur:ichatte, Petit de 
Grat, Iſles Mecheaux, St. Eſprit, Forchette, 
Louisburgh, Laurembeque, La Baleine, Negamth, 
St. Ann's, Scattery, and La Bradore ; and from 
Gaſpay round the North Side of the Gulph, at 
the ſeveral convenient Ports on the Main, quite 
to the Streights of Belle-1/le ; and, by an Allow- 
ance to the French in the Treaty of Utrecht, 
(which they have made the moſt of) in all the 
Harbours at the Northward of Neufoundland thet 
were unemploied by the Engliſh. And altho', 
comparatively ſpeaking, there was but a ſmal! 
Number of their Ships fiſhed at Cape Breton ii- 


{clt, 
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Telf, yet the Situation of that Iſland is ſuch, 
they could all of them at Pleaſure repair thither, 
on any Emergency or Danger ; eſpecially thoſe 
that fiſned in the Gulph, on the Main, or thoſe 
at the North-Weſt of Newfoundland, who were 
all within one or two Days Sail at moſt; and 
alſo thoſe Ships that loaded with Mud-Fiſh on 
the Banks. | ; 
So that this Iſland was the Key and Protection 
of- their whole Fiſhery, and for that End was 
fortify'd and garriſon'd, and valued by France e- 
qual toany other of its Colonies. 
What other Uſes it might ſerve for as a Port to 
the Eaſt and Weſt India Men, and the Ships 
bound to. Canada, on Occaſion, to reſort to for 
Wood and Water, to clean or repair, &c. was 
not ſo much in View as the ſecuring and uphold- 
ing this Trade, the Fiſtery: Which they had 
found the Sweets of betore, enough to convince 
them it was abſolutely neceſſary for them to out- 
do us in it, if poſſible; in order to which they 
were to ſpare no Coſt for the preſent for the gain- 
ing a future Benefit by it, when they had gained 
their Point. | | | 
Their Conviction of the græwing Profit of this 
Branch of Trade, and the Hopes of one Time or 
other monopoliging it, at leaſt ſo far as reſpected 
the Catbolick Dominions, made them take ſuch 
indefatigable and indirect Means, the laſt War, 
to procure a Neutrality, ſo far ds related to the 
Fiſbery; that they might even then vie with us 
in S their Voyages unmoleſted, as long 
as the War laſted ; which they obtained by Dint 
of Money; and, on the Peace, in order to ſecure 
zt to them for the future, ſtuck dt no Terms to 


obtain 
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obtain this. Iſland. Which they had no ſooner 
effected, but immediately they began to ſettle it : 
And a new Colony was ſet on foot, to conſiſt of 
Fiſhermen only, and Encouragement given, Forts, 
Sc. built, and a Town.;garriſon'd, to protect 
them, And the whole Nation ſeemed to have 
their Eyes on the Place; ſo that it was peopled 
more and more yearly; and a Fiſhery flouriſh'd 
ſo faſt, that they could and did afford to under- 
ell us at Foreign Markets, And for the Protecti- 
on of the Trade ſo to do, they had annually. Ships 
of War ſent them from France, to viſit and ſup- 
ply them, with Orders to prote& and defend not 
only their Sea-Coaſts, but their Veſſels on the 
Banks of Newfoundland, &c. not only from In- 
ſults from us (for of that there was no Occaſion) 
but to make and keep their Pretenfions good to 
the. ſeveral Banks, either within. or without their 
Line, and make themſelvesa Privilege, as it were, 
of fiſhing almoſt where they pleaſed, by Force of 
Cuſtom. | 

What the. ſame. Writer farther ſays, with re- 
card to the Advantages that may be made to ariſe 
from the keeping of Cape Breton, ſo well agrees 
with Mr. Auckmuty's Opinion, that I cannot 
excuſe myſelf from inſerting it here, though it 
be in Part only a Repetition, with ſome Enlarge- 
ment, of what the laſt mentioned Gentleman 
has told us. After having given the State of 
the Fiſhery here, as quoted in the long Note Pa- 

ges 46, 49, he proceeds thus: 
© In Addition to this let us conſider, that in re- 
gard to the Woollen Manufacture, the Staple and 
Dependance.of England, in which alfo the French 
have been. vying with us, and have now * 
— PO | 3 
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that Trade to ſuch a Pitch, as to carry it all over, 
not only their own Dominions, (formerly obliged 
to Us for fine Cloaths) but to a great Advantage 
into Taly, Spain, and Turkey, even to the great 
Detriment of England ; ---- I fay, in regard to 
this Branch of Trade, allow that every Man be- 
fore-mention'd in the Fiſhery, in his Blanket, 
Watch-Coat, and Rugg, Pea-Jacket, &c. con- 
tumes of theſe coarſer Woollens Thirty Shillings 
Sterling per Annum ; and at that Rate even their 
Conſumption will be Ferty-one Thouſand Two 
Hundred and Fifty Pounds Sterling ; which, had 
we the whole Fiſhery to Oui ſelves, muſt of 
courſe be of our own Manufacture. 

But, beſides this, all due Conſideration muſt 
be had to the Canvas, Cordage, Hooks, Lines, 
Twine, Nets, Lead, Nails, Spikes, Edge-Tools, 
Graplins, Anchors, &c. &c. that Five Hundred 
Sixty-four Ships, and the Shallops to fiſh for them, 
muſt expend at Sea and on Shore : And allow all 
theſe to be Britiſh, and the immediate Value of 
this Branch of Trade to England, could ſhe (or 
rather would ſhe) keep it to herſelf, will diſcover 
itſelf of greater — — than any other; not 
even excepting the Tapacco ; that is, than an 
other Trade dependent on the Plantations. Firſt, 
in regard to the raiſing Seamen for the Royal Na- 
vy; Secondly, the Conſumption of the Brzt1þ 
Manufacture and Produce; and, above all, in a 
certain yearly Remittance of the Ballance of this 
Trade made to England from Spain, Portugal, 
Italy, &c. either in Specie, or in ſuch Foreign 
Commodities as pay his Majeſty a prodigious Re- 
venue; and this procur'd by Dint of Labour only, 
and fetch'd out of the Abundance of our wag 
g Thus, 
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Thus, ſuppoſing the French entirely excluded 
this Fiſhery, (as may, and muſt, be the Caſe if 
England keeps Cape Breten, and allows them no 
longer any Privileges at Newfoundland ; for then 
they will not have any Port convenient for them, 
at leaſt till they fortify upon the Main in the 
Gulph of St. Laurence, --- which, having Cape 
Breton, we may hinder when we pleaſe); and 
adding the Advantage of their Fiſhery to that of 
our own already; and conſidering that the whole 
Papal Empire muſt then depend on vs ſolely for 
their Baccalaos, which they can't do withcut, 
which will give us almoſt the whole Trade of the 
Mediterranean ; and all the other national Advan- 
tages that muſt ariſe from this Conſequence ; and 
the preſent Acquiſition of Cape Breton unpeopling 
the French Colony there, * and reducing the Gar- 
riſons to his Majeſty's Obedience, which muſt give 
us all the reſt; 1s of itſelf a ſufficient Compenſation 
for the War; and will be fo allowed by all thoſe 
concern'd in Trade, that know the many Advan- 
tages and Benefits that muſt ariſe from this Branch 
of it only ta England, by nlonopolizing the 
Whole of it. 

But, beſides the national Advantage by the 
Fiſhery ; 3 by the Reduction of Cape Bre- 
ion, and an Engliſb Garriſon there, France has 
not any one Sea Port for the Relicf of their 
Trading Ships, either to or from the Eaſt or We/? 
Indies, open to them any where in Nerth America, 
to the Northward of the River of Meffalipp!. 
For Canada is not to be look'd upon as an en 
Port to the Sea; it being firſt Sixty or Seventy 
Leagues within Land, through the Gulph, to the 
Mouth af the River; and. chen a great deal fur- 
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ther up the River. So that it is impracticable to 
think of going Fhither for Shelter: And of Con- 


ſequence the whole Trade to and from the Weſt 


Indies, Sc. will be not only expos'd to our Pri- 
vateers from the Northern Colonies in War-Time, 
without any Place to retreat to, but even in Peace, 
without any Sea-port they can call their own, or 
lay any Pretenſions u to do, in theſe Seas, any 
=_ to the Northward of Meſſaſippi, as above 

id. 

And as to Canada itſelf, --- the River is now fo 
much under our Command, as well as the Gulpb, 
that all Trade there may be very eaſily ſtopped, 
and all Communication cut off from them by our 
Ships in and out of Cape Breton. So that (without 
Force or Arms) in a very few Years that Colony 
would fall, and the whole Trade of Furs, carried. 
on with the Indians there, coming into the Engliſh 
Hands, Canada may be kept unable to ſupply or 
furniſh them. But a happier Conſequence than 
this will be, that, as they may be kept from ſup- 
plying the Indians to-trade, ſo alſo from encou- 
raging them to annoy our Frontiers: And they 
(the Indians) even muſt become obliged to, and 
dependent upon Us; ſo that we ſhall not be in 
fuch continual Apprehenſions of their Heoſizhtres, 
but rather may have them in as much Subjection 
to Us as they have been to the French. 

To all that is ſaid before in regard to Cape Bre- 


tpn, let it be added, that by this Acquiſition we 


have ſecured to the Nation the Garriſon of Ana- 
= Royal, and the Colony of Neva Scotia. 

hich, being a very rich and fertile Soil, and its 
Rivers abounding with Fiſh, and ſettled by French 
Catholicks, that Nation has much regretted the 


Loſs 
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Loſs of, and wanted to recover. Yea, and which 
they endeavoured to retake, by laying Siege to 
Annapolis, both the laſt Year, 1744 ; and this pre- 
ſent Year 174.5; and would have got it, had it not 
been for our Expedition to Cape Breton, which 
caus'd them to raiſe the Siege and withdraw; and 
by our holding Cape Breton, we ſhall keep thoſe 
French Inhabitants at Acadia in ſtrict Allegiance to 
bis Majeſty, or elſe oblige them to quit their Poſ- 
ſeſſions; which are all Farms, brought to and fit 
for any Service immediately. Which will be an 
Encouragement to our own Subjects to go and ſet- 
tle there; and alſo oblige the Cape Sable Indians, 
our Enemies, either to abandon that Shore, and 
fly to Canada for ſuch Shelter and Supply as they 
can ſpare them, And by that Means we ſhall 
get rid of that Tribe at leaſt, if not by the ſame 
Means, thoſe alſo of the St. John's Tribe, which 
have been always troubleſome to us; as both theſe 
Tribes have had their Dependance entirely on Cape 
Breton and the French of Acadia; the latter of 
which have (as Neuters) been ſupply'd and us'd 
as Subjects both by the Engliſb and French: 
Which we have long enough lamented the. bad 
Conſequence of, and which is now ſtopt; ſo that 
they muſt either depend entirely upon Us, and 
become good Subjects with us, or elſe on the 
French. And if the latter, they muſt of Courſe 
retreat to Canada, (where they will help diſtreſe, 
rather than relieve that Colony) and leave us Nova 
Scotia diſencumber'd both of Themſelves and 
Salvages. 

Had we not taken Cape Breton this Year, and 
the French had taken Annapolis, (which it's not 
diſputed They ꝛcculd have dene, had we been 

«2 idle) 
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idle) the Conſequence then would have been: -- 
All the Inhabitants of Neva Scotia would have 
declared for the French King immediately, and the 
Colony at once been eſtabliſhed to him, And all 
the Cape Sable and St. John's Indians, who afſ- 
{fſted at the Siege of Annapolis with thoſe of Ca- 
nada, would have been well ſupply'd with Arms, 
Ammunition, Sc. and Tet look: upon our Fron- 
tiers: And their Succeſs have ſo diſpirited even 
thoſe other Tribes that pretend to be at Peace 
with us, that they muſt have joined with"them: 
And they together would have carried Havock; 
Devaſtation, and Ravage, all over our Frontiers: 
Whilſt their Men of War, and Priaateers, by 
S-a, would have deſtroy'd our Sea-Ports, and 
kept u in continual Alarms; without having it in 
our Power to hinder them from carrying their 
Conquzits from Annapolis, along our Eaſtern 
Shore, even to Cape Ann, were they ſo inclin'd. 

The quiet Poſſeſſion of All which .for the fu- 
ture in a great Manner depends immediately on 
this Acquiſitin and Keeping of Cape Breton, (if 
hot fortified by Ourſelves) at leaſt fromthe French.“ 


The liſt Extract J have to make is from the 
Sermon (a) TI have ſeveral Tunes mentioned, in 
winch the Reverend Author, while he piouſly 
and juſtly aſcribes our Succeſs in making this 
great and valuable Acquiſition, to the divine Pro- 
vidence ; with a Flow of Eloquence that I have 
not ſeen equall'd on the Occaſion, gives an hiſto- 

| rical 
(a] A Se: mon preach'd the 18th of July, i744. being the Day 
ſet apart for a ſolemn Thankigiving to Almighty God, for the Re: 


duction of C:pe Breton, Ec, by Charles Chuuncy, D. D. Paſtor df a 
Church at Hon. Boſton printed in 1743. | 
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cal Piture of the Preparations, Proceeding, 
Accidenrs, Event, in a Word, of the whole Con- 
trivance and Action in this wonderful Affair. 

« It may ſeem ſtrange, that ſuch a Country as 
this, ſo weak in Strength, ſo unſkilled in the 
Uſe of Military Weapons, ſo diſtreſſed for want 
of Money; ſhould make an Attempt upon ſo 
ſtrong and fenced a City as Leuisburgh at Capt 
Breton : Nor ſhould we have entertained the 
Thought, if it had not been clearly pointed out 
to us by the Providence of God, It was appa= 
rently Providence that gave Riſe to this important 
Deſign ; partly; by permitting the French, laſt 
Year, to take Canſo, and invade Annapolis, and 
form a Scheme to invade it again this Year 
hereby opening to our View, in the cleareſt Man- 
ner, not only the Juice, but Nrceſſity of reduc- 
ing this Place, from whence we were expoſed to 
ſuffer ſo much, both on our Sea-Coaſts, and Fron> 
tier-Borders : Partly, by ſending a Number of 
rich Eaſt-India Ships into the Harbour of Low!ſ- 
burgh, tor the ſupply and manning of which, in 
their Voyage to France, ſo many of their Met, 
and fuch Quantities of their Stores were taken 
off, and ſo late in the Fall, as to render the 
Spring the Neck of Time (as we vulgarly ſpeak) 
the moſt favourable Opportunity we might ever 
expect for an Enterprize of this Nature: Tho 
after all, it would probably have never been un- 
dertaken, if. the Providenge of God, notwith= 
ſtanding the moſt prudent Steps, under good 
Advantages, to gain Intelligence, had not kept 
us ſtrangely in Ignorance, both as to the vaſt 
Strength of the Place, and Number of Inhabi= 
tants that might ſaddenly be called in to its Aſ- 


1 ſtance. 
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ſiſtance. Many of our Officers and Soldiers, who 
now know theſe Things, have frequently declar- 
ed, had they known them before, they ſhould 
never have gone upon this Affair. 

And as it was by the Direction of Providence, 
we were led to form an Enterprize of ſuch vaſt 


Moment; to the ſame Cauſe muſt it be aſcribed, 


that ſo many Things were remarkably ordered 
all along in favour of it, and ſo as finally to bring 
it to an happy Iſſue. SS! 

It was apparently owing to a ſignal Interpoſi- 
tion in Providence, that ſo many Perſons from 
all Parts of the Land, were ſpirited to offer them- 
ſelves willingly for this Service; and that within 
two Months from the Reſolution of the Govern- 
ment to undertake this Deſign, the whole Mili- 
tary Force was in readineſs for Embarkation, and 
under Sail for the Place they were intended to go 
againſt, I believe I may ſay, ſuch an Armament 


for an Infant Province, ſo voluntarily raiſed, ſo 


well fitted ior their Buſineſs, and fo ſpeedily diſ- 
patched away, cannot be parallelled in Hiſtory ; 
Eſpecially, if we take into Conſideration, toge- 
tner with our Inexperience in Affairs of this Na- 
ture, the conſiderable Naval Force equipped ; 
the great Number of Tranſports provided ; the 
vait Quantity of Stores procured, both for the 
Support of our own Men, and the Annoyance 
of the Enemy: And as to many of theſe neceſ- 
fary Stores, ſuch as Cannon-Shot, Shells of various 
Sizes, Mortars, Coborns, Hand-Granadoes, Scal- 
ing-Ladders, Niela-Pieces, common Carriages for 
many of our Cannon, and ſpeczal ones accommo- 
dated for the Tranſportation of thoſe Cannon that 
were to be uſed in Battery; J fay, as to theſe Stores, 


they 
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they were not only to be bought, but to be ade: 
And yet, to the Surprize of every Body, the 
whole Work of Preparation, which was took in 
hand, after the Determination of the Court, Jau. 
29th, was compleated by March 21ſt, when the 
General gave his Signal for failing. 

I may, not improperly, remark here to the 
Honour of this Province, that the Men, ſo ſud- 
denly and ſtrangely got together to go upon this 
Expedition, were of a different Character from 
thoſe, who are commonly ſent upon ſuch Occa- 
ſions. They were not the Scum of the Land, 
idle, worthleſs Creatures, given to Prophaneneſs, 
Intemperance, and univerſally debauched in their 
Manners. A Number of ſuch there might be: 
But for the generality, they were Men who had 
upon their Minds an Awe of God, and feared an 
Oath ; they were Men induſtrious in their Call- 
ings, and wel} able to provide for themſelves and 
Families; in a word, they were Men of Life and 
Spirit, animated with Love to their King and 
Country, and willing to venture their Lives, not 
ſo much to ſerve themſelves, as to promote the 
publick Good, Tis a rare Thing for ſo many 
Men, of ſuch a Character, to be engaged in a 
military Enterprize : And I cannot but think, 
there was a ſpecial Hand of Providence in it. 

It was owing remarkably to the Government 
of Providence, that the Weather was fo ordered 
in favour of this Enterpize. Perhaps, the oldeſt 
Man living does not remember fo long a Courſe 
of moderate fair Weather as we were bleſſed 
with, while preparing for the Expedition, There 
was not the Loſs of a Day, either by Sow, Rain, 
or Cold; which is wonderful in this Climate, at 

this 
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this Time of the Year, Some, who have pre- 
ſerved an Account of the Weather for more than 
twenty Years back, have been ſurprized to be- 
hold the Difference between the Months of Fe- 
bruary and March, this Year, and the foregoing 
ones; This, a continued Courſe of good Wea- 
her; Zhofe, as continually intermixed with Storms 
of Snow, or Rain, or Severity of Cold, 

And the Weather was as remarkably favoura- 
ble to our Deſign at Cape-Breton: For, as ſome 
have obſerved in their Letters, there was ſcarce 
ever known, among the French, ſuch a Run of 
good Weather, as while they were laying Siege 
to Lousburgh , whereas, the very Afternoon they 
entered the City, the Rain came on, filled their 
Trenches with Water, and continued for ſuch a 
Number of Days, chat they muſt have gone 
thro* inſufferable Difficulties, and been in danger 
of raiſing the Siege. The French themſelves took 
Notice of this Diſpoſition of Providence, and faid, 
It was viſible God fought for us. 

It was obſervably owing to Providence, that 
our Soldiers were preſerved from the Small-Pox, 
as ſuch Numbers of them were in this Town, in 
order to embark, when that infectious Diſtemper 
broke out among us, theatning an univerſal 
Spread, And, perhaps, the Time was neves 
known, when ſo many Perſons, in fo many dit- 
ferent Parts of the Town, were taken ill with 
this Sickneſs, and it was notwithſtanding ſtopped 
in its Progreſs: Which is the more worthy of 
{pecial Notice, becauſe, if it had prevailed, it 
would unavoidably haye put an End to the in- 
tended Expedition, 
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It was owing to the wonderful Conduct of a 
kind Providence, that fo conſiderable a military 
Force, at, ſuch a Seaſon of the Year, ſhould be 
carried in Safety to the Place they were bound for, 
without the Loſs of a Man, or: meeting with the 
leaſt Diſaſter ; and that their Deſign ſhould be a 


Perfect Secret to the Enemy, till they were ſur- 


prized with the Sight of our. Fleet, going into 
Chappeaurouge Bay. It was this that made way 
for landing our Men and Stores without Annoy- 
ance, unleſs from a ſmall Party of the French, 
ſome of whom were taken, ſome killed, and the 
reſt oblig d to flee for their Lives. | 

It was owing to the. extraordinary Favour of 
Providence, that the Enemy, ſo ſoon after our 
landing, forſook their Grand-Battery ; allovring 
us to enter and take Poſſeſſion of it without the 
leaſt Oppoſitian.. This ſeems, on the one Ing 
to be a. moſt fatal Miſtake to hem, which c: n 
ſcarce be accounted for, unleſs from a Spirit of 
Infatuation, or à mighty. Terror ſeixing their 
Hearts : And on the other, the leading Advan- 
tage put into or Hands; as it animated our Men 
with Life and Vigour, furniſhed them with the 
heavieſt Cannon made. uſe af in the Siege, and en- 
abled them with greater Speed, and. jess Danger, 
to make their Attempt on the Town. . 

And here. was a Series of Things  remarkabiy 
ovex-ruled ; in Providence. 

Not guly were our Men diſpoſcd * MATH 
to tranſport their Cannon (ſome of which were 


of large Sige and Weight) over Hills and Rocks, 


ern © 
and through; Moraſſes, in which ſometimes they 
ſunk with their Carriages ſo as to be buried in 
the Mire; but in Sight of the Enemy, and witli— 
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— 
in Reach of their Shot, they erected Batteries, 
mounted Guns, fixed Mortars, and ſoon got all 
Things in readineſs, both to cannonade and bom- 
bard the Town: And all without the Loſs of 
ſcarce a Man, And though they were nine and 
forty Days beſieging the City, and had their near- 
eſt advanced Battery within leſs than Thirty Rods 
of its Weſtern Gate, (as the Meaſure has ſince 
been taken) and were playing from it moſt of the 
Time, and receiving the Enemies Fire ; yet the 
Men ſlain were but an handful. | 

And the like ſignal Preſervation they met with 
at their Battery by the Light-Houſe., This was 
the greateſt Annoyance to the Enemy, and, un- 
der God, the greateſt Cauſe of their Surrender. 
And the whole Time they were erecting it, and 
getting their heavy Cannon up the high and 
ſteep Rocks, to the Amazement of the Enemy, 
they were continually play'd upon both by their 
Cannon and Bombs: And yet, if 1 remember 
right, there was no more than one Man flain. 
The whole Number indeed of Men loſt, whether 
by the Sword, or Sickneſs, or Diſaſter, during 
the Siege, did not amount to more than an hund- 
red and twenty. This is the Doing of the Lord, 
and ought to be marvellous in our Eyes. The like 
has ſcarce been known in the World. 

But beſides theſe Favours of Providence, there 
was a moſt ſeaſonable Coincidence of Events, all 
tending to point our View to God, and to lead us 
in'o an Apprehenfion of him as remarkably ap- 
pearing to grant us Succeſs. | J 

Such was the coming in of a large Supply of 
thoſe very Proviſions which were wanted, juſt as 

our 
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our Forces were ready to fail, and without which 
they muſt have been delayed. 

Such was the taking a Number of Store-Ships 
going to the Relief of the Enemy, as well as in- 
tercepting a Packet from Fr'ice to the Governor 
of Cape Breton, which might have contained Ad- 
vices of great Importance to the French, and 
Diſſervice to us. 5 

And ſuch alſo was the taking a large Ship of 
War, with more than five hundred Men, Proviſi- 
ons for eight Months, and about an hundred Bar- 
rels of Powder more than her own proper Store. 
Had the Providence of God permitted her to go 


in ſafely, it might have defeated our Deſign. 


Such a Number of Men, and ſuch a Quantity of 
Proviſion and Ammunition, would have given 
Heart, as well as Strength to the Enemy, and 
ſome think, muſt have obliged us to raiſe the 
Siege. But what a merciful Turn did her Cap- 
ture give to our Affairs? Not only were the Ene- 
my weakened, but a great Part of their Strength _ 
put into our Hands to be turn'd againſt them ; 
beſides that our Army received a Supply of Pow- 
der, which was now ſo wanted, that our Cannon 
muſt have been filent without it. | 
And this Event is the more worthy of Notice; 
becauſe of the Incidents ii Providence remark- 
ably leading to it. A Packet-Boat from Great 
Britain arrives to Commodore Warren in the N. 
Indies, ordering him to Boſton with ſeveral Ships 
of War, to adviſe with Governor Shirley for the 
Protection of the Northern Colonies; which is the 
more obſervable, as the Commodore, thro' the Ig- 
norance of his Pilot, had juſt before loſt his own 
60 Gun-Ship, by means whereof he could givs 
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our Governor, who had diſpatched Letters to him, 
adviſing him of the Deſign againſt Cape Breton, 
no great Encouragement to expeck his Help; tho 
being now acquainted with the Reſolution of 
this Government, he was prepar'd and diſpos'd 
to haſten away with the greater Speed, upon his 
Orders from Heme, But had he come to Boſton, 
as he intended, agreeable to his Orders, he had 
probably been too late at Cape Breton to have met 
with 71s Ship of War. A Veſtel therefore is ac- 
cidentally caſt in his Way at Sea, accidentally to 
Man, but intentionally by God, giving him cer- 
tan Information that the New England Forces 


had been ſome Time on their Voyage; upon 


which, though in Want of Water and Proviſions, 
he altered his Courſe, and arrived before the 
Harbour of Lauiſburgl time enough to ſave the 
Vigilant, a fine new 64 Gun Shig, deſignedly 
ſent from France for the Protection of the French, 


and Diſtreſs of the Eugliſb. 


But the moſt aſtoniſhing Article in the Conduct 
of Providence, was its diſpoſing the Enemy, by 
ſurrendering their City and Fortreſſes, to prevent 
that general Aſſault, both by Sea and Land, 
which had been reſolved upon, and muſt have 
occationed a moſt dreadful Effuſion of Blood on 
both Sides: And God only knows what the E- 
vent weuld have been; as the French were ſo 
frongly fortified, and had within their Walls 
Goo regular Troops, and, at leaſt, 1400 of the 
Inhabitants, whom they had called in to their 
Aſſiſtance. 5 

Upon the whole, the Reduction of Lund 
conſidering the immenſe Sums of Money that 
have been laid out by the King of Frauce to ren- 

der 
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render it impregnable; and conſidering alſo: that 
it was accompliſhed by inexperienced, undiſci- 
plined Troops from New England, is an Event 


truly ſurpriſing, and will be ſpoken of as ſuch at 


home, and handed down as ſuch to the Children 
yet unborn. 


CONCLUSEOM 


From this Cloud of Witneſſes we may collect; 

1. That Cape Breton, notwithſtanding the Di- 
verſity of Accounts by different Authors concern- 
ing Le Soil, Produce, Climate, and Harbaurs, 
is, upon the Whole, a Place of conſiderable Va- 
lue in itſelf, and repreſented as moſt valuable by 
thoſe who had beſt Opportunities of. examining 
its Condition. 

2. That by its Situation, at the Mouth of the 
Gulph of St. Laurence, between Newfoundland | 
and the great Fiſhing Bank, and the main Conti- 
nent of North America, and by the happy Cir- 
cumſtance of having its Ports all open to the O- 
ccan, this Iſland would be of ineſtimable Worth 
to the Poſſeſſor, though it did of itſelf produce 
nothing Ra. - 


z. That whoever are poſſes'd of Newfoundland 
a q Acadia, if they have Cape Breton at the 
ſame Time, may abr all the Fiſhery of 
North America : But whoever have Newfoundland 
and Acadia, if they have not Cape Breton like- 
wiſe, can pretend only to a Share in this Fiſhery, 
and not the beſt Share neither, if the People of 
another Nation, who are in Poſſeſſion of Cape 
Breton, be better protected and more induſtrious 
than the Poſſeſſors of Nee Heundiand and Acadia. 
4. That the Fiſhery of the Newfenrndland I- 
lands and Banks, (under which general Name I 
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include Cape Breton, and all the reſt in thoſe Seas) 
and the oppoſite Coaſts — the Continent, 


might, if carried to the higheſt, and made the 
moſt of, by any one Nation, be render'd of more 
Value than the Mines of Peru and Mexico, or 
than any other Poſſeſſion or Property that can be 
had in any Part of the World. 

5. That the Reaſon of this is, becauſe a vaſt 
Quantity of Salt Fiſh is a neceſſary Part of the 
Support of the preſent large and populous Nations 
of Europe, as well on Account of the frequent 
Deficiencies and Failures of other Proviſions, as 
from Motives of Religion or Superſtition, which 
bind down two Thirds of the People in Chriſten- 


dam to the Uſe of no other Fleſh but that of Fiſh 


tor almoſt half the Days in the Year. 

6. That theſe latter Motives induc'd the French, 
while they were in Poſſeſſion of Cape Breton, to 
be more induſtrious in the Fiſhery than the En- 
gliſb, and their Crown to give them better Pro- 
tection ; by which Means they outvied us greatly 
in this Trade, and in a Courſe of Time might 
have driven us entirely out of it: Whereas we, 
by poſſeſſing the Whole, ſhall have the ſtrongeſt 
Incentives, thoſe gf immenſe Profit, to cultivate 
this Trade to the utmoſt, and our King will have 
the moſt powerful Reaſon to protect us, from 
the great Addition this Trade muſt in Time bring 
to the Revenue, TE 

7. That if ever Cape Breton be reſtored to the 
French, or they are ſuffer'd to eſtabliſh and carry 
on without Interruption any other Fiſhery, the 
ſame Motives will revive again, and the fame En- 
couragement will be given them by the Roman 
Catholic Nations to outvie us in this Trade: But 
if we keep the Whole in our Hands, (as we very 
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well may, by the Help of our Fleets) all the 
Papiſts in Chriſtendom will depend upon us for 
their Faſt Day Proviſions, and muſt pay us a great- 
er Tax for their Superſtition than they pay even 
to the Pope himſelf? | 

8. That we ſhall not only hurt the French Na- 
tion in general (our moſt dangerous Rivals) by de- 
priving them of their Fiſhery, but mult largely 
abridge the Revenue of France, by leſſening the 
Conſumption of French Salt, the Profit of which 
is ſolely in the Crown, and more than Half of 
which, that was made in the Kingdom, was em- 
ploy'd in this Fiſhery, At the ſame Time the 
Revenue from our own Salt Trade, which ſtands 
engag*d for a conſiderable Part of the National 
Debt, may be made to increaſe in Proportion as 
that of France is leſſened. 

9. That the Advantages to ariſe from this Fiſh- 
ery, are not merely the Profits of the Fiſh, or the 
Salt to cure it; but the vaſt Conſumption of Britiſb 
Commodities, of moſt Kinds, that muſt be occa- 
ſioned by this Trade, and the Superiority it muſt 
inevitably preſerve us at Sea, by being an eternal 
Nurſery of perhaps 30, 40, or go, ooo Seamen; 
ſince nobody can tell what Numbers might be 
employed, while we had this Trade ſolely in our 
Poſſeſſion. | | 
10. That the Br:i#1þ Empire in America can 
be no otherwiſe compleated, nor our Trade to 
New England, New York, the Jerſies, Mary- 
land, Virginia, Carolina, and Georgia be ſecured, 
than by keeping Poſſeſſion of Cape Breton. 

I1. That the Strength of this Place when at- 
tacked by the New-England Men, the long Siege 
it held out, and the Danger there was of a Miſ- 


carriage, 
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carriage, if every Circumſtance had not fallen 

unt on our Side, and every Meaſure on the Side 
of the French been defeated; if all Supplics to 
carry it on had not arrived, * all thoſe to the 
Enemies been intercepted ; theſe, I ſay, futtici- 
ently demonſtrate, that this Place may be made 
e by us, if we do but keep there a 
good Garriſon, well ſupplied, and a few VMlen ot 
War always in or about the Harbour. 


12. That by the Poſſeſſion uf this Place ve 
may render the French Settlement in Caz.da of 


no Value, and muſt in time make it die away, 
tlo' we ſhould not ſucceed againſt it in open mi- 
litary Attempts ; and that, by being Maſters of 
Canada we ſhall monopolize the whole Fur 
Trade of North-America, which is, perhaps, 
next to the Fiſhery the moſt valuable in that Part 
of the World. 

13. That all theſe Things obſerved, no Con- 
fideration whatſoever, either for ourfely es or for 
our Allies; no Ceſſion in Eurote or any other 
Part of America; no advantageous Stipulation. - 
in a divided Trade (which we never yet toun« 
binding, longer than Intereſt or Neceſſity held the 
Tie); "not the Terror of a Rebellion in Scetlund, 
fomented and ſupperted in that View, by I 
and Spaniſſi Money ; nothing, in a Word, that 
France, Spain, or any of their Friends, can give 
promile, or engage for, ſhould prevail upon us to 
give up, ata general Peace, either wholly or in 


Part, the important, invaluable Ifland of Carr 
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